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action 


The demonstrations nationwide 





Hackneys OTHER Newspaper 


Local action on 14 May 


STRIKING 


Wednesday 14th May will see the biggest attempt yet 
against the Tory Government, when unions throughout the country 
to the TUC call for a day of action. 
demonstrating specifically against the Employment Bill, 
is also aimed at showing the massive 
the Government's destructive social and economic policies whi 
space of one year, have pushed the country back towards 
conditions of the 1939s. 


Although 


will also become 


campaign of action - both national and local - 


London will be at a 
virtual standstill, with 
no industry and no public 
transport running for the 
day. In Hackney the 
Trades Council, in co-op- 
eration with Tower Hamlets 
Trades Council, has organ- 
ised a march, starting at 
10.30 from the Town Hall 
in Mare Street, and pro- 
ceeding to Victoria Park. 
At the park there will be 
a Family Festival, combin- 
ing with the protest 
speeches. Among the events 
there will be sideshows, 
inflatables, kids' play 
areas, pony rides and 
many, many more things 
to do. 

In deprived areas like 
Hackney, the effect of 
the Tories’ policies have 
been felt even harder 
than elsewhere - and 
there is much mre to come. 


ANTI-RACIST 
SUPPLEMENT 


KID’S PAGE 
RETURNS! 


public services and living standards. 





Already the public spend- 


ing cuts and the econamic 
crisis have led to the 
loss of several thousand 
public and private sector 

«jobs in the borough, as 
well as drastically reduc- 
ing the standard of many 
services, There are even 
larger medical cuts in the 
pipeline, with further 
hospital services to be 
axed and an even longer 
delay in the building of 
the new district hospital. 
Education services have 
been cut by at least 5% 
this year. Public trans- 
port fares are being forced 
up again, and the service 
is becoming even more 


unreliable. 
On top of this the Govern- 


ment is also intending to 
pass a new Employment Act 


which will severely restrict 


the rights of trades unions 


( I never knew there 
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- rights which have only 
been won after many years' 
struggle against exploit- 
ation. A new Social Security 
Bill is also going through 
Parliament , which will hit 
those people who have been 
hardest hit by the present 
social and economic condit- 
ions - including the rising 
number of unemployed. 


Rally 


The Day of Action is import- 
ant as a way of proving the 
weight of opposition to the 
Tories’ ideology, and it is 
vital that as many people 
as possible turn up to the 
rally at Victoria Park. 
No-one is predicting the 
storming of Westminster, 
but this protest should 
consolidate further action 
among groups in the work- 
houses and conmmun- 















































Fightback Committee has 
been organised to discuss 
means of fighting cuts in 
services and jobs. It holds 
regular fortnightly meet- 
ings at the Trades & Labour 
Hall in Dalston Lane, on 
Mondays at 8.00pm. The 
committee is open for any- 
one to join and contribute 
ideas and support. To be 
effective it needs the 
support of every local 
group - tenants' associa- 
tions, community groups, 
trades unions, etc. The 
first meeting this month 
will be on Monday 12th May, 
and the next one a fort- 
night after. 


















GLC plan 


for Mare 
Street 
leaked 


Secret plans leaked to the 
Graham Road Residents Group 
show that the GLC is still 
planning to tear the heart 
out of Mare Street in an 
attempt to “realign” the 
Morning Lane/Mare Street/ 
Graham Road route. The plans 
were sent in confidence to 
Hackney Council and discussed 
in the secret part of the 
Planning and Highways Commit- 
tee meeting. Council 
officers were then asked to 
prepare a report for the 
next committee meeting in 
June, 

About thirty members of 
the Graham Road and Balls 
Pond Road Anti-Juggernaut 
Campaign staged a direct 
protest at the full Council 
meeting on 23 April when 
they showered leaflets from 
the public gallery ixto 
the chamber. 

The GLC proposals include 


@ Knocking down all shops 
in Mare Street facing the 
end of Graham Road. 

@ Knocking down all shops 
on the right hand corner of 
Graham Road and Mare Street 
as far as The Cock pub. 

@ Knocking down all shops 
on the left hand corner as 
far as Woolworths. 

@ Knocking down buildings 
on the north side of Morn- 
ing Lane and Chalgrove Road. 


The Graham Road Group have 
been campaigning for over a 
year to get the high volume 
of HGV traffic using the 
route reduced. Currently 
over 3,500 juggernauts use 
the road between 5 am and 
10 pm every day, causing 
noise, nuisance and disturb- 
ance to the people living in 
the almost wholly residential 
road. The GLC document 
admits that the problem has 
recently got worse, and 








Above: 
the GLC plans from a Graham 


Ron Brown learns about 


Road resident. Top: Collect- 
ing signatures in Mare Street. 


quotes official figures that 
the night-time traffic alone 
has recently increased from 
600 lorries to 850 lorries 
between midnight and 6 am. 
Residents are particularly 
angry for two main reasons. 
First, the plans have been 
discussed secretly by the 
GLC without the Hackney 
Council's knowledge. Secondly, 
the proposals are in direct 
opposition to the support 
given by Hackney Council to 
the Group when it presented 
its petition last year. 
Since then at numerous public 
meetings, representatives of 
Hackney Council, including 
deputy leader John Kotz, and 
chairperson of Planning and 
Highways Committee Bob 
Masters, have promised 
residents that under no 
circumstances would the Coun- 
cil agree to changes along 
the Wick-Highbury Corner 
route until the juggernaut 
problem had been solved, 


700 SIGN 


The demonstration in the 
Council chamber was followed 
by a signature-collecting 
session in Mare Street on 
Saturday 26 April. Over 
700 people condemned the 
GLC proposals in just over 
two hours - an indication 
of the depth of feeling 
among Hackney people. 

There is to be a public 
meeting on Tuesday 6 May at 
7.30 at the Trades and Labour 
Hall, 96 Dalston Lane. Anyone 
wanting to help with the 
Anti-Juggernaut campaigns 
is welcome to attend. Various 
public demonstrations and 
actions are being planned and 
there will also be a deputa- 
tion to the GLC. 
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GAMES PEOPLE PLAY New NF 


the town hall corridors has starts 
been the changes in the 


Council committees. As I pre- oon ‘ 
dicted last month, some imp- ‘ound one has gone to Hack~ 
ney Council in its planning 2 


ortant changes have been made. battles with the National 


iki f these has h 
ie thes a of Mi pi Front over their headquart- = 
Andrews from the chair of ers in Great Eastern Street. 
Housing Development committee, Environment Minister Michael 
Mtn sees ter eters] Ministry Inspector that hele 
ous non-success for several ecet the spenicest Eee 


tis cioutfeniaaes to sie. uted a change of use from the 
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Before I begin, a prize to 
"Football fan" of London N16 
for being the first person 
to notice the deliberate mis- 
take which has been appear- 
ing in this paper for some 
six months now. I refer of 
course to the little man at 
the head of this piece. He 
should of course be number 10 
and not number 8. Those id- 
jots on HPP who “delight in 
misinforming the uninformed", 


yore : A authorised use as a ware- “] 
as Johnny Kotz so wittily chair of Social Services. 
calls them, don't, I regret (It's not my job to investig- pee and that the NF must 





ate the personal relations 
between Hackney Councillors. 
These are, ‘anyway, so extensive 
that it would take a whole 
issue of HPP to explain them. 
There are, for instance, three 
pairs of fathers and daughters 
currently members.) 


to say, know their Vilas from 
their Ardiles when it comes to 
football: Fancy thinking that 
an inside left wore number 8 
on his shirt! Buffoons: 
However, to return to more 
serious things. Hackney Cen~ 
tral Labour Party. Such a ser- 


However, as the NF claimed 
throughout the enquiry that 
they were not in fact using 
the building as a headquarters 
at all, it remains to be seen 
what will. now happen. There is i 
also the added complication 
that there are two further 


off the list when the select- 
ion committee reported to the 
Labour group. ‘hen they 

checked wno had put their 

names down for which committee 
they found that only 16 people 
wanted to be on the committee, 


Despite making a fuss at 
the group meeting, they still 
couldn't get themselves onto 
the committee. The most Unsil- 
ent Three then pulled a trick 


of their own. They found 
two people willing to swan 


jous subject that Transport 
House itself ‘is getting very 
worried about it. It seems 
that top party officials are 
not too happy about some 
things deep in the heart of 
Hackney politics. Certain 
scurryings have been going 
on between Dalston Lane and 
the new Labour headquarters 
in the Walworth Road. Some 
of the individual ward annual 
general meetings have had to 
be held again. Suffice it to 
say now that: I shall be ret- 
urning to tlnis subject soon... 
However, ‘what has really 
set the bees buzzing along 


ANTICS 


Mick has not been replacea 
by his deputy, Anthony Ken- 
dall, who has voted against 
the whip too often to be re- 
garded as safe. He has been 
sacked too and Mick's seat 
has been given to Jim Hol- 
land. (Jim who? You may well 
ask.) 

There have been further 
antics on the Health and 
Consumer Protection Committee. 
ree Broad Left councillors, 
Peter Kann, Patrick Kodikara 
and Keith Lichman, were left 








LOYALTY? 


Dear HPP 


In recent years the central 
theme for the left in Britain 
has been political accounta- 
bility. National examples are 
the Labour Party debates about 
re-select:ion, election of the 
Party leider and the manifes- 
to, and t:he Communist Party 
debates jaround the new "Brit- 
ish Road to Socialism". 
Locally, equally important 
initiatives are the efforts, 
including those of Hackney 
People's Press, to open up 
decision-taking 
Indeed ‘such has been the main 
purpose for the existence of 
Hackney People in Partnership. 
The demand for full public 
accountability has been seen 
as a principle rather than a 
tactic from left-wingers. 

If the demand for account- 
ability of public authorities 
is not to be purely hypocrit- 
ical, it seems to me that one 
has equally to support the 
principle that community and 
voluntary organisations are 
accountable for what they do. 
They should take responsibil- 
ity for their actions, and 
should indeed be glad and 
proud to do so. This applies 
irrespective of any source 
of funding. 

Your report (April issue) 
concerning the Housing 
Action Group appears to 
suggest that individualistic 
tactics by anonymous organ- 
isations are in some sense 
worthwhile or progressive. 

It will be clear ‘from the 
bulk of this letter that I 
do not agree. People and 
organisations should be ans- 
werable for their actions - 
not least to those whom they 
most affect. It is the very 
issue which is now being 
fought with the Council on 
a whole series of fronts, 

The central point of prin- 
ciple aside, your article 





in the borough. 





contains a number of inac- 
curacies, not the least be- 
ing that my motives were 
primarily concerned with 
“Labour party loyalty". Had 
that been the case, I would 
not have gone out of my way 
to inform the people concer- 
ned of the actions I had 
taken - which presumably 
provided the basis for your 
story. 

Tt goes without saying 
that I would condemn unres- 
ervedly any attempt to vic- 
timise any individual for 
their political actions or 
beliefs. 

I should emphasise, fin- 
ally, that Councillor Kotz' 
enquiry was personal to me, 
and not to People in Partner- 
ship as an organisation. 


Yours sincerely 
CHARLES CLARKE 





HPP replies: 
Charles Clarke must know 
that we would not agree with 
with what he says about this 
issue. The central point is 
not about "accountability" 
but that he did not respond 
to Hr Kotz's question with 
the official contact address 
of the Housing Action Group. 
Instead he gave him the name 
of an individual, and other 
groups, whose positions could 
have been made very difficult 
by his action. 


wich was exactly the number 
required. The selection comm- 
ittee had drafted in three 
new menbers who weren't even 
interested in Health and 
Consumer Protection: A plot 
was suspected. Quite rightly, 
too. The three lefties were 
being punished for voting 
against the whip over the 
amount of money allocated for 
ved and breakfast for homeless 
people staying in the various 
rip-off Finsbury Park hostels. 
Desoite the fact that 13 
councillors voted against 
orders on this issue, they 
were the ones to be dropped. 


committees - Jackie Warawi 
and Sam Springer, and so 
Peter Kahn and Keith Lichman 
took their places, girding 
their loins for another 
season. 

And so the musical chairs 
game comes to an end for 
another year. The old 
gramophone has been wound up 
for another year, and the 
record dropped onto the 
turntable. The music's just 
starting again: "Oh," go 
the cries, "just listen, 
they're playing our tune, 
Puppet on a String!" 


DISARMAMENT 


Dear HPP 


I was surprised and distur- 
bed by your article, “How 
Hackney Prepares For Big 
Bang" (April) on two counts. 
Firstly, there is the 
facetious manner in which 
the report is written. All 
observers are now agreed that 
the death toll in Britain in 
the event of a nuclear holo- 
caust would be in the order 
of 25 million. That is not 
to mention the condition of 
those who would be "lucky" 
enough to survive suffering 
the agonies of nuclear burns 
and radiation sickness nor to 
mention the genetic defects 
that will curse succeeding 
generations. We in Hackney 
may not have to worry over- 
much about succeeding gen- 
erations, given that our 
geographical position in 
relation to central London 
and the missile bases in 
East Anglia make it a cer- 
tainty that the death toll 
for Hackney will be 100 

per cent should there be a 
nuclear war. Given the above 
facts, then I fail to see 
how your article could be 
worded in the lighthearted 
way in which it was. 

Secondly, I want to take 
issue with you on the im- 
plied criticism of Cllr 
Kotz and Hackney Council over 
your point about what arran- 
gements were being made by 
Hackney councillors to see 
us through the disaster. You 
have made many criticisms of 
Cllr Kotz and Hackney Council 
in the past, many of which I 
have agreed with. However, 
your criticism now appears to 
have become automatic. 

On this issue, Cllr Kotz 
speaks sound commonsense. 
Quite apart from the points 
that Cllr Kotz makes, it 
should be apparent to every 
politically aware person by 


now that what Mrs Thatcher, 
Mr Pym and their propaganda- 
ists in the news media are 
about is creating a war 
psychosis amongst the Brit- 
ish people. This takes the 
form of "softening up" the 
public for nuclear war by 
churning out acres of prop- 
aganda, the main theme of 
which is emphasising that 
only 25 million will die if 
we all start digging nuclear 
shelters. By your implicit 
criticism of Cllr Kotz you 
give credence to Mrs Thatcher's 
absurd propaganda. 

Cllr Kotz makes the point 
that our government should 
follow a foreign policy that 
will go all out to avoid war, 
and here he strikes the nail 
absolutely on the head for 
that is the only protection 
against nuclear disaster. 

I consider that by your 
article you have done a dis- 
service to the movement for 
international peace. You 
should take immedate steps 
to rectify the matter. 

Recently, the World Dis- 
armament Campaign held a 
national convention in Lon- 
don attended by over two 
thousand delegates with the 
aim of "arousing all peoples 
in support of policies for 
disarmament throughout the 
world in order to save man- 
kind". Amongst these dele- 
gates was Ms Kay Beauchamp 
representing Hackney Trades 
Council. You can help spread 
the peace message by opening 
your colums to a report of 
that conference by Kay. I 
hope you can see your way 
clear to doing that. 


Yours fraternally 
DERMOT McNEILL 


HPP replies: 

Point taken. We have asked 
Kay to write an article for 
our next issue. 








planning enquiries to be held 
during May. These are to try 
and force Hackney Council to 
allow the Front's subsidiary 4 


company, Leachouse Ltd., to 
set up a printworks in the 
premises and to permit the 
top floor to be used as a 
social club. The first of 
these may well be a very dif- 
ficult case, since the area 
is "zoned" for light industry, 
and printing is just the 
sort of industry wanted in 
Shoreditch. 

The second planning enquiry, 
about the use by the NF of the 
top floor as a canteen and 
refreshment Club, is also 
made more complicated by the 
internal squabbles that con- 
tinue to beset the leadership. 
The three leaders, Tyndall, 
Webster and Verrall, stil] 
seem to be in some sort of 
disgrace, although all are 
still active. The new chair- 
man is Andrew Brons, who is 
not so tainted with the 
"Nazi" image that his predec- 
essors cannot shake off. It 
is difficult to find out 
whether his takeover of the 
chair is connected with the 
financial struggle over the 
control of the building it- 
self. Various notices to quit 
have been served on various 
tenants of the so-called 
Excalibur House. 

What is certain, however, 
is that there does not seem 
to be any legal way in which 
the Council can stop the NF 
from owning and occupying 
the building. They can try 
and place as many obstructions 
as possible in their way to 
prevent them using it for the 
purpose for which is was un- 
doubtedly bought and occup- 
ied. They may have won the 
first skirmish, but there 
Promises to be a long polit- 
ical battle ahead to rid 
Shoreditch of the Nazi men- 
ace in its midst. 
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DOG’ S LIFE 


An attempt is to be made to 
set up a Hackney branch of 
the League for the Introduct- 


ion of Canine Controls (LICC). 


Over the past two years, a 
few people have tried to get 
the Council to recognise that 
there is a real health haz- 
ard to humans from dog faeces 
deposited in our parks and 
streets. There is no doult 
that helmenthic worms picked 
w from the faeces cause 
toxocariasis, which can make 
people blind. Children play- 
ing on grassy areas are par- 
ticularly at risk. It has 
also been known for some time 
that the domestic dog has 
been implicated in the trans- 
mission to man of various 
bacterial and viral infect- 
ions. Salmmella (a type of 
food poisoning) and shigella 
(a type of dysentry) have 
been well documented. 


ACCIDENTS 


As well as the health haz- 
ard, there is the nuisance 
and danger caused by dogs 
allowed to roam freely in 
all parts of the borough 
during the day. Some dog owm- 
ers who are working seem to 
simply tum their pets out 
in the moming and leave 
them to fend for themselves, 
As a result, there have been 
reports of large dog packs 
congregating in parks like 
London Fields, The size of 
these alone can be alarming 
but obviously young children 
and the elderly are espec- 


ially at risk of being bitten. 


It is also widely accepted 
by parties involved in inves- 
tigation of road accidents 
that dogs, wnether controlled 
or stray, are a major factor 
in many road accidents. 


cycling 


Do you ride a bicycle? Want 
to learn more about bicycle 
maintenance and safety? Well, 
the Hackney Cyclists’ Action 
Group will be holding a bike 
workshop on Saturday 10 May 
at 101 Stoke Newington Church 
Street, N16 (a shopfront) , 
from 10 am to 2 pm. 

The aim is to attract local 
people who have bikes to come 
along and learn about maint- 
enance and safety. We will 
have some experts there to 
help people work on their 
own bikes. Also we want to 
speak about HCAG and impress 
that if things are going to 
improve for cyclists we will 
have to campaign and fight 
for them. 

If this workshop is suc- 
cessful, we will hold another 
on Saturday 14 June. 

If you'd like further in- 
formation, please contact 
Chas on 986 7010 or Tessa on 
254 4559. 
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LICC was recently formed 
as a national organisation in 
an attempt to hamess the 
vast amount of strong feel- 
ings aroused by dog nuisance, 
MPs from all the major pol- 
itical parties have given 
support. LICC is not against 
dogs as long as they are 
looked after responsibly 
and cause no harm, inconven- 
ience or nuisance to people. 
Indeed, some dog owners are 
members of the campaign. 

As a national pressure 
group, LIOC is seeking 
changes in the law and wants 
to see implemented the 1976 
Department of the Environ- 
ment's working party report 
on dogs which recommended 
amongst other things, a lic~ 
ence fee of around £9 at 
today's prices and a national 
dog warden service, 


WARDENS 


At a local level, Hackney 
LICC would pe pressing for 
the employment of dog ward- 
ens to round up strays and 
enforce laws relating to 
fouling of pavements. The 
present bylaw relating to 
dogs on leads in parks must 
be enforced but LICC would 
call for a further restriction 
by the creation of dog-free 
areas in every park. Public- 
ity campaigns could be 


launched by the Council to 
persuade dog owners to be 
more responsible. LICC thinks 
dogs should be banned from 
all food shops, restaurants 
and pubs, 


RESPONSE 


The response from Hackney 
residents to my original 
question at a Council meet- 
ing nearly two years ago on 
restricting dogs in our 
parks was overwhelmingly in 
favour of more controls. It 
could be argued that there 
are many more pressing prob- 
lems facing the people in 
Hackney than dog nuisance, 
and of course this is true, 
However, for very little 
money the environment of the 
borough could be made a great 
deal better for all those 
people who find enormous 
pleasure in our parks and 
Open spaces. 

Surely in 1980 we should 
not allow dogs to enjoy more 
laissez-faire than humans? 

If you are interested in 
joining LICC or attending 
the first meeting of a Hack- 
ney group to be held in the 
first week of June please 
contact Mike Crook, a member 
of the national conmittee, 
on 802 9895 or me on 254 321. 
arine Hoey 








OTHER 
NEWS 


Up and down the country 
people slave away on papers 
like HPP for no money, no 
glamour and, it sometimes 
seems, precious little res- 
ponse to their efforts. Why 
do they do it? That's a good 
question, and if you want an 
answer you might find several 
in a pamphlet published rec- 
ently by the Minority Press 
Group, "Here Is The Other 
News" (£1.25). MPG found more 
than 70 papers currently be- 
ing published in various 
towns , boroughs and commun- 
ities. These range from a 
weekly newspaper, West High- 
land Free Press, published 
on the Isle of Skye, which 
covers much of the Inner Heb- 
rides and the Western High- 
lands of Scotland, to papers 
which just circulate in a 
singe ward or parish, and 
which only come out once 
every couple of months. 


SURVEY 


The pamphlet has sections 
on the history and origins of 
the local radical press and 
a survey of the press today. 
This is completed by a series 
of six artices about various 
community newspapers written 
mainly by the papers them- 
selves. These include a piece 
about our neighbours Isling- 
ton Gutter Press, and several 
very different papers in 
Earls Court, Swansea, Brighton, 
Rochdale and Aberdeen. 


FUTURE 


The people who work on HPP 
are at present involved in a 
long series of discussions 
about the future of the paper 
and how we can expand it. How 
can we increase circulation? 
Can we come out fortnightly? 
Can we afford to pay a full- 
time worker? These are some 
of the questions that we tax 
ourselves with every week. We 
would like to know what you 
think about HPP and its fut- 
ure. Write to us and let us 
know. Or, better still, come 
along to one of our meetings. 
These are held at Center- 
prise every Monday (except 
the last in each month) at 
8 pm. 





press 
protest 


For the past seven years 
Community Press has been 
functioning as a non-profit 
making resource in Islington, 
North London. 

We offer a variety of 
facilities ranging from 
space for meetings and band 
practices to typewriters, 
lay-out materials, printing 
presses and darkrooms. 

We also teach people how 
the printing process works. 
This takes place on several 
levels - teaching design 
and lay-out, teaching 
groups to do part of the 
process themselves land 
teaching individuals who 
come in regularly one day 
a week until they feel 
that they can handle all 
the processes involved in 
offset litho printing. 

It was because of our 
commitment to demysti fying 
printing that we were 
originally funded by the 
Arts Council of Great 
Britain. 

Our first grant was in 
1976 and has been renewed 
annually until April 1980. 
We have now been informed 
by the Arts Council that 
we will not be funded for 
the coming year. They say 
that because we do too much 
service work (doing the work 
for people rather than doing 
it with them) we are no 
longer suitable for funding. 

The grant, our sole source 
of funding, enabled us to 
spend time teaching people. 
But we have had to do service 
work to cover the teaching 
too. £5,400 (the grant for 
1979/80) didn't cover any 
of the wastage or the 
renewal costs of ancient 
machinery. Our realistic 
assessment for maintaining 
the teaching role of 
Community Press is in the 
region of £35,000 p.a. 


COMMITMENT 


We are committed to main- 
taining an open access press 
and we are determined to 
carry on, though not without 
protest. We are contacting 
all the groups and individ- 
uals who have used the Press 
in the last year to ask them 
to write letters of protest 
to John Buston, the Regional 
Officer of the Arts Council. 





ACTI 


From 21 June, Athurst Road 
will have its own bus ser- 
vice. The S3, which was ex- 
tended in 1979 to run through 
to Hackney Station is now to 


continue on to Stoke Newington. 


‘The original extension was 
primarily a result of cam 
paigning by the Trowbridge 
Estate Tenants' Association, 
who felt that terminating 
the bus at Hackney Wick was 
pointless. The new link to 
Stoke Newington has been 
drawn up largely as a res—- 
ponse to the work of the 
Hackney Public Transport 
Action Committee (HPTAC) , 
who have long been pressing 
for a bus route along Amhurst 
Road. The bus will in fact 
turn from Amhurst Road into 
Rectory Road and join the 
one-way traffic system at 
Manse Road, It will then run 
through the High Street and 
round to the Common retum— 
ing via Rectory Road. 


N ON THE BUSES 


The S3 will provide a 20- 
minute service from Strat- 
ford bus station to Stoke 
Newington on Mondays to 
Fridays off-peak and on 
Saturdays. There will be a 
15-minute service in peak 
hours, connecting through to 
Maryland Station, No evening 


Grexe NEwinGron 


or Sunday service is planned 
as yet, but it should be 
possible to justify this if 
enough people use the bus at 
other times. The flat fare 
will be 20p as at present. 
HPTAC is continuing to 
campaign for better buses 
and trains in the borough. 


If you would like to join 
us please contact Tim Woods, 
our full-time researcher, 

at 380 Old Street, ECIV 91S, 
phone 739 5137. 


ROUTE S3, AS EXTENDED TO STOKE NEWINGTON 


FE SHOWS Ranway StAnOUS 
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Fade away, or radiate? 


HANG win nuclear trains debate with ‘pros’ 


It's a tough time to be in the pro-nuclear 
lobby. However you argue you are trapped by 


a shady past, or a more dubious future. 


After 


years of saying that accidents can't happen, 


people have now decided that 


‘well, yes they 


could, although of course it's very unlikely’. 


Perhaps this is the ess- 
ence of their dilemma. Hav- 
ing moved a step nearer hon- 
esty, no one in the anti- 
nuclear movement trusts them 
anyway, because they have 
effectively shown themselves 


that is the pattern of ship- 
ments of nuclear fuel ( to 
power the nuclear energy 
plants) and nuclear waste 
then created. Focus of these 
operations is the Windscale, 
Cumbria, plant to which the 





A procession of anti-nuclear protesters along Balls Pond Road. 


to be untrustworthy. So it 
was with more than a pinch 
of salt that the audience at 
a debate on the transport of 
nucJear fuel. through Hackney 
took the "pros" case. 

At the meeting, held by 
Hackney Council at the Town 
Hall on 14 April, a testing 
question and answer session 
showed the audience's scep- 
ticism and dstrust of the 
men from the establishment. 
While the director of opera- 
tions from the Central Ele- 
ctricity Generating Board 
(CEGB), one Mr Roy Matthews , 
and British Rail's chief op- 
erations manager, Mr J South- 
gate, put over eloquent 
cases, they clearly failed 
to convince those present 
that it was okay to have 
potentially lethal substances 
such as plutonium transported 
by rail through Hackney and 
Dalston. 


“dissident” 


Putting the case against 
fuel transport, and intitiat- 
ors of the whtle local debate, 
were Hackney Anti-Nuclear 
Group (HANG) in the form of 
Klaus Graichen and Dr Charles 
Wakstein. The latter is a 
nuclear “dissident™ who has 
joined thé "no nukes" lobby 
despite 30 years in the nu- 
clear business because he 
does not thing atomic power 
B safe. 

Wakstein protrays a hor- 
rifying picture of the nu- 
clear industry in Britain. 
He described the "octopus" 


radioactive material is taken 
along railway lines from many 
‘parts of the country. These 
"tentacles" pass through Hack- 
ney, from Bradwell and Size- 
well nuclear power stations, 
and all join at the octopus’ 
‘head which is Windscale. 
Because of this pattern, 
Wakstein points out that 
Lancaster is the most likely 
part of the country to suffer 
an accident from transporting 
nuclear material. 

The nuclear waste carried 
by trains is the worst threat 
as it contains used fuel - 
plutonium, uranium and other 
radioactive materials. (It is 
the plutonium from this source 
which is made into atomic 
bombs.) This cargo is so in- 
tensely radioactive, said Dr 
Wakstein, that although the 
flask it is contained in cuts 
down the radioactivity from it 
by a factor of 250,000, there 
is still a field around a 
flask that gives a dose rate 
of radioactivity 200 times 
that permitted as "safe". The 
public and railway workers are 
subject to this. 

Wakstein pointed out that 
it had already been admitted 
that the flasks are insecure 
and Mr Matthews from the CEGB 
said there could be an escape. 
"It's only a matter of time," 
Wakstein said, "before there 
is a major accident,” and he 
produced evidence from com- 
puter read outs had run 
based on Atomic Energy Auth- 
ority data. They showed that 
6,000 deaths could occur in 
certain condtions from a 
spillage after a flask became 
damaged. “We are talking of 


generations and centuries," 

he said, referring to the 
lingering after-effects of 
such a disaster, and the need 
to evacuate tens of thousands 
of people if the worst hap- 
pened in an area like Hackney. 
In the event of, for example, 
the escape of 10 per cent of 
caesium fuel in the worst 
weather conditions (an east 
wind), Wakstein claimed all 

of Hackney south of Graham 
Road would need to be evac- 
uated if an accident took 
place at Stratford. He fur- 
ther claimed there was “not 
the slightest intention" to 
call for an evacuation, as in 
any case there was no single 
government department res- 
ponsible. This situation would 
lead to 6,000 deaths result- 
ing directly from the accident 
over 30 years and three million 
cancer deaths. However, an 
evacuation would not help 
much, Wakstein added, because 
of the spreading effect of 
fall-out; for example, London 
could be affected by an accid- 
ent at Windscale. "It's a 
question of people being kept 
out long enough, not evacuated 
fast enough." 

Wakstein's fellow speaker, 
Kaus Graichen, had previously 
pointed out it had already 
become known that shoddy weld- 
ing on the flasks had been 
used and these had not been 
tested properly. Also, the 
tests done to try out a flask's 
ability to withstand the kind 
of impact that could occur in 
an accident had only been car- 
ried out with models, he 
said. 


Uncompromising 


Summing up for HANG, he 
added, “We demand therefore 
that the transportation of 
nuclear waste through Hack- 
ney should be stopped." And 
their stand was uncompromis~ 
ing: "Nuclear power is not 
necessary," he added. 

The approach from the "pros" 
was, not surprisingly, quite 
different. Mr Matthews from 
the CEGB assured us because 
of the need to comply with 
safety regulations and uni- 
que safeguards imposed by 
the overseeing authorities 
- Nuclear Installations 
Inspectorate, Department of 
Transport and so on - they 
can have plants shut down. 

It was without foundation, 

he claimed, that people were 
saying that an accident could 
lead to large numbers of dead. 

After this introduction, 
Matthews then proceeded 
through a series of slides 
and attempted to explain the 
nuclear industry's ways and 
processes. But he fell into 
the trap of over-complicating 
explanations and introducing 
irrelevant matter to the sub- 
ject of the debate; not the 
best way to put yourself on 
a par with a lay audience, 
and just the kind of thing to 
further public suspicion of 
the scientific elite. 

He showed a slide of a 
flask to carry fuel which he 
said is “extremely strong and 
robust in construction. ..wel- 
ded and inspected at all 


stages of manufacture". Among 
the tests performed (on models 
as we later learned) was put- 
ting the flask in a fire at 
800°C for half an hour. Four- 
and-a-half thousand consign- 
ments had been transported 
safely to date with only “two 
or three" derailments in mar- 
shalling yards. 

Every borough has a Flask 
Emergency Plan, Matthews as- 
sured his listeners. In the 
event of accident, a guard 
or train driver would alert 
the local railway contro] 
office, who in turn would 
contact the emergency ser- 
vices and the nearest nuclear 
power station (three hours 
away in London's case) for 
expert help. 

He was supported, somewhat 
drily, by BR's “expert", Mr 
Southgate. Again the audience 
were told of the "public 
watchdog" there to protect 
them, in this case the rail- 
way inspectorate of the De- 
partment of Transport. Other 
facts were presented for 
reassurance: British Rail 
operates a computerised 
freight transport system so 
that a watch can be kept on 
any consignment wherever it 
may be; freight trains only 


travel at 20-30 mph in Lon- 
don; signalmen watch trains 
too; 17 years have passed 
without a single accident; 
all freight is labelled to 
identify it and so on. 


Intriguing 


It was an intriguing de- 
bate which HANG won heavily 
by audience scoring over 
the pros. There was so much 
confusion as to how an evac- 
uation would take place, if 
one ever did, in the event 
of an accident, that surely 
even the men in smart suits 
on the front two rows must 
have left wondering if they 
really ought not to ensure 
that they didn't live too 
near a freight line, just 
in case the impossible hap- 
pened, which of course it 
won't (as it didn't at Har- 
risburg). 

The debate continues, and 
in the Council chambers too, 
where Hackney has now followed 
others and decided to call for 
the ending of transport of 
fuel through the borough. But 
do they have the political 
clobber to get those trains 
out...fade away, or radiate? 
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HACKNEY Aaainst RACISM 


QUARTERLY BULLETIN OF 
HACKNEY COMMITTEE AGAINST RACISM 





| FINDING A 


Life in the borough of 
Hackney has become a struggle 
for survival, Public cuts 
lare continuing to erode 
basic rights such as health 
land housing, and the planned 
amalgamation of Hackney 
schools resulting in the 
closure of five secondary 
schools means that education 
lig also under threat from 
the state - a trend we have 
lexperienced under successive 
governments, Tory and Labour 
alike. Many teachers stand 
ito lose their jobs in the 
reorganisation; many child- 
ren their chance of a proper 
leducation. 




















































Employment prospects for 
lyoung people about to leave 
school are grim too, Jobs, 
along with public amenities 
are disappearing faster than 
lever and already too many 
children face a future that 
holds very little hope. 


DISCRIMINATION 


Black children are worst 
it. Discrimination against 
ung black people is not 





























ttitudes among employers 
jeans that a disproportionate 



















‘ace the dole queue; in 
fackney the numbers for un- 
mployed black youth are about 
hree times higher than for 









re typical of many parts of 
he country. 















The disadvantages black 
chool leavers face are not 
ew. For most of them it's 










lack people as a whole 
xperience in this country; 
chool is a part of that 
icture. Denying children 
heir culture, colour and 
anguage, if they are Asian 
r West Indian children 
articularly, is the effect 
hat British schools have. 
his is because for the most 
art the values taught at 
chool and the people teach- 
ng them are white. 

























VOICE 


confined to the police. Racist 


umber of black school leavers 


hite youth, and these figures 


in extension of the inequality 








Even white children 
living in Hackney don't find 
school relevant. If that's 
true, imagine how much more 
disenchanted an‘ put down 
black children will feel in 
a situation where the way 
they talk is considered 
wrong rather than just 
different and where, if they 
are West Indian, they are 
expected to do worse than the 
white children. 


With education in a 
deepening crisis and schools 
threatened with closure, the 
situation is very bad for 
young people. Schools should 
wake up to reality - the 
reality of the prejudices and 
racist ideas, and the fact 
that soon, most of the young 
people leaving school (black 
and white) won't be able to 
get jobs. It after all, 
the responsibility of the 
school to prepare their 
students for the world out- 
side. Part of this respons- 
ibility is to help and 
encourage children to under- 
stand the world they are 
growing up in; to allow them 
to voice their opinions, 
exchange their views and 
express their criticisms in 
a way that will help them in 
the future they face. 


MISEDUCATION? 








is, 





Education, at its best, 
should help to give children 
an authority over their own 
experience. The British 
education system attempts to 
do the opposite in order to 
mould today's youth into 
tomorrow's docile workers. 

In order to do that, the 
schools have to negate 
children's own experience of 
the world - it's poverty, 

its injustice, its racism and 
sexism - and make these things 
acceptable’. Schools try to 
tell black children that they 





"have a chip on their shoulder’ 


or are 'paranoid' or 'imagin- 
ing things' when black kids 
try to confront white racism. 





But it is always a 
pattle: and the state doesn't 
always win. 


Below is a conversation 
between five pupils in a 

local comprehensive school 

The questioners shown by the 
letter 0, are two white 

pupils in the third year at 
Dalston Mount School. The 
three girls who answer the 
questions have not given their 
real names and are shown by 
the letters M, H and J. 

M, H, and J are all black. 
Their parents come from the 
West Indies but all three 
were born in England. All the 
five children are friends and 
classmates. They questioned 
nother, talked to eachother 
and tape recorded their own 
conversation. No adult was 
present when they did 





so. 


Their conversation 
testimony to the racism that 
black children face daily - 


isa 





It is a testimony to 
their toughness and integrity 
that they refuse to believe 
that racism is a figment of 
their imagination (individual 
and collective). They know 
racism is real - they feel it 
and experience it, both 
individually and collectively. 
They refuse to negate that 
experience, their reality. 





And finally, their 
dialogue is a testimony to 
their bigness. For, with all 
their experience of racism, 
nowhere is there any hatred 
of white people, no bitter- 
ness. Only the desire to 
survive, to fight for their 
right to be black and to 
be treated as equals as 
people in their own right. 





This conversation is a 
little glimpse of their 
world and what it holds for 
them. 


de and outside the schools. 


hackney black school students speak out 


M 


H 


INTERVIEW....- 2 


What is it like being 
black and growing up in an 


area like Hackney? 


It's hard being black round 
here. There's a lot of 
unemployment for blacks, 
especially the youth. If 
you want a job you often 
have to travel far to get 
one. It's a disturbing 
place to live in really. 
You get a lot of people M 
calling you names ... you 
know, racist ones ... 





You don't get as far as Q How would you feel if some 

white people either, like one didn't: give you a job 

in jobs and things. because you're black? 

Can you think of any } Well you can't prove it, 

parts of Hackney where yer know, you might feel 

things are particularly angry but vou couldn't do 

bad for black people? much about it. But you caj 
tell from the way they loo| 

Yes, in Hoxton and round at you or treat you 

Great Eastern Street. 

It's bad because that's H If L.went for a job and a 

where the N.F. HQ is white person went for the 

Many of the N.I. leaders job and she was a frient 

live in Hoxton. Derek and she got it I'd 

nay does. The atmosphere probably know the hoss was 

is really bad round there. prejudiced if we had the 

There's a lot of people same qualifications and 

who agree with what the all that. 

N.F. say, ranging from 

young people to kids to Q What sort of things can 

old age pensioners. black people do to fight 
racism? 

I live in Hoxton. It's 

horrible. -There!s%tons J} Well, as I said before, 


of graffiti against 
black people round there. 
People get picked up 

for 'SUS'* all the time, 
too. 


Bethnal Green is bad: 
it's mostly whites there, 
hardly any blacks. 


Brick Lane is bad too. 
A lot of Asians get 
stabbed round there. 


Have you ever come across 
any discrimination your- 
self? 


Racism + Education 


State Racism 


Immigration 





Only being called names ani 
things like that. But my 
friends, some Rastas, 

were doing building 

work opposite Great 
Eastern Street near the 


N.F. H.Q. They took the 
N.F. to court because 
they called them names, 


spat at them, and caused 


trouble. They won comp- 
ensation. The N.F. member 
had to pay fines. That 


was in 1979 and it was 
in ‘Hackney Gazette’ and 
ali. 


I've seen Asians being 
beaten up by white people 
for no reason. 





black people can't get any 
justice unless they stand 
up and fight for their 
rights and are backed by 
their friends. You can't 
win a war because you 
have to have an arm Yor 
can't win justice because 
you have to have the jury 
Even if you take people t 
court the black person 
never wins because the 
magistrates are always 
white and they are often 
racists. 








continued overleaf....- 











IMMIGRATION LAWS ARE 
RACIST LAWS 


Over a hundred million 
white people are free to 
enter Britain at any time - 
from the Common Market to 
Rhodesia. Black people - 
thanks to the controls 
created by the 1971 Immigration 
Act - have been subjected to 
virginity tests on entry and 
can be deported if they become 
an in patient of a mental 
hospital. Children are often 
separated from their parents 
and questioned. They might 
be subjected to X-ray exam- 
ination, sometimes two or 
three times, although in the 
U.K. X-raying of children 
for non medical purposes is 
forbidden because of the 
risk of damage to glands. 
Entering the country is 
deliberately difficult for 
people who want to join their 
families here. At the end of 
June 1979, 27,000 applications 
for immediate settlement 
were outstanding in the Indian 


Or the case of Gias Uddin, 
a 19 year old restaurant worker 
who came from Bangladesh in 
1975 and who was held after a 
‘routine’ check up on ‘illegal’ 
immigrants in restaurants in 
the Southport area. Immi- 
gration officials claimed he 
was not the biological son of 
his father - an insult to his 
family. This was based on 
the sole ground of a letter 
found in his flat addressed 
to 'Salik Miah’. Salik Miah 
is Gias' nickname - ih Bangla- 
desh villages it is common 
practice to adopt nicknames. 


For many black people in 
Hackney being questioned and 
harassed by the police is an 
everyday occurrence. The last 
‘Hackney Against Racism" 
spelt out some of those 
experiences. But what people 
may not hear about is that in 
Hackney a black person has a 
far greater chance of being 
questioned about their immi- 
gration status than in any 
other area with significant 
numbers of black people living 
there. 


Anyone driving a car 
might be stopped by the police 
and asked to produce insurance 
documents or their driving 
licence. If you are black, 
it's likely that you will be 
asked to show information 
concerning your imnigration 
status. Perhaps you may have 
been burgled: if you are black 
be prepared to produce a 





Or Nasira Begum threat- 
ened with deportation follow- 
ing the breakdown of her 
marriage - immigration offi- 
cials state hers was a 
marriage of convenience. 





Have you ever gone to a 
police station to ask direct- 





INTERVIEW continued 











passport as well as a list of 
things stolen when the police 
come 


round. 








sub continent. 


Since the 1971 Act came 


into effect, over 7000 people 


have been imprisoned under 
its various powers; the Act 
gives police and the Home 
Storetary the power of 
detention without trial. 





ions and find yourself getting 
arrested? What about sight- 
seeing round Trafalgar Square 
and getting stopped and 
arrested by a policeman? These 
are just a couple of examples 
of the widespread arrests and 
harassment of blacks and 
‘{mmigrants' in this country - 
the above examples being an 


M Black people can go on and a white woman's bag Q Do you think there are Many of those 'detained' Spaniard and an Egyptian. 
marches and send leaflets was open and the police things happening in the from Hackney end up in Despite various pledges, raids 
ot and all get together were coming past. If country now that affect Pentonville prison, and the to find ‘illegal immigrants’ 

the police saw him they'd black people? average stay there can be have continued. 

H Yeah, T think they can think he was trying to up to six months. Under the 
go on demonstrations and thief the woman's purse Yes, Lots of things law the Home Office does not Yet another aspect of the 
put up leaflets and post- an' thing. They'd pick affect black people. Cost | have to prove that a person law that many people do not 
ers and that sort of thing him up on_ ‘SUS They of living, inflation, has entered the country hear about is the passing on 

don't like Rastas either bad housing, immigration, illegally - it is up to the of information to the Home 

Q Now do you think black because of the way they and everything. Margaret person to prove that he or Office or Immigration Offices. 
people are shown on TV look and dress Thatcher wants to deport is legally resident. At Barts Hospital in Hackney 
and films and so on? black people but if they a woman patient had inform- 


























Can you think of any ways 
in which black people can 




















do, when something like a 



















According to reports in 
newspapers you would think 








ation passed from the D.H.S.S. 
to the Home Office without her 


? pele Ma TaERER ae ed change white people's bere sien caer that most people arrested are or her doctor's permission. 
They never get a proper attitudes to black people? bathe aerate Rae those caught on a beach Have you ever had to produce 
role. Anything they star ; luonder what theyeli do | paving crossed the channel a passport when your child 
in, like in films, they're J Well, like I said before, arwho LL help “thaw? nee ree A ELS has applied to enter a new 
Peete thaw wae ehoune, ox black people got to fight debs tage pe rae court judgements show that school?) This has /fikopaned tty 
Biwie) Uy Etayeals TKelonly and stand up for their ers sae eel many of those detained have a British box) )bleck*wommatan 
progratcce I've seen where’ rights or they get ae ah 4 ate entered the country legally Bristol. Or refused a job 
RNeGl ana: aheant aetenat trampled on. BUT it's not es eat ee ‘a but have overstayed their because you have not produced 
peonic. was’ "Robes? Soithat up to black people to Siniee shen visa. Others may first have a passport - the experience 
aes iets change white people's Padeh have nates oe entered the country many of a West Indian who has 

attitudes - it's up to the Wee peter Hos eke years ago-- sometimes as lived here since 1961. The 

M. There's this progranme white people themselves to ; bee dependent children at an age cases are numerous - but 

1 lie et vii 4 Sg change their on attitudes. “ Yeah. eats sre when they could not be held despite the large number of 
Hes TS| +68" Haa se ovel ta 4 They should look on black Mose aie ae tied to have practised any decept- _ people detained in Holloway 
it" Hughsie '§ Benny people like humans, not Les e equ in ee dont ion themselves. Others have or Pentonville prisons, we 
RTE EYEE MME ond elbLaRs treat them like a piece of pee es ean been deported for offences don't seem to hear much about 
people in it. There dirt. ma Se a first time shoplifting those in Hackney. 
hardly no black girls in ‘ or failure to pay a bus fare. 
it or T've never seen any M Nell I think it's quite HSE erent eshed ‘Hackney Against Racism! 
idckieicls in it; any ard to change white ‘Shey PEAR pee eearecee When arrested it has would be interested in any- 

: people's attitudes because over: ee vie eine been found that a lot of one with experience of such 

He Piseel's!wasdiy aypiblack they go back a long wi Prat he teves and indus- | people are not released on harassment. 
people in advertising don't’ they? To the days be! SP aaituees “The black | Dail» despite case histories 
eith And the parts of slavery and all that. 22 . Reve EOL MEL, Che from the Joint Council for 
they get in films are Well, England's a white ee hey on ihite people| the Nelfare of Immigrants Further information and 
Sigal) alaven and society ain't it? Coaeacea BeOD: showing that approximately advice on immigration can 
tilags. The) ‘never get see as , Gh shot ie been qalensets ze obtained from the Joint 
a parts d 2 hey should treat blac ; including sick, pregnant an: ‘council for the Welfare of 
aparece Ratea Sos Ley people like humans, not Q What.do you think :the ssn Inmigrarite, 44 Tarbatta dey 

5 h, that 's-true. like monkeys or Siaves. pomere moles. fae) 0. 2P London, WCl. Phone 405 5527 

‘ Hackney then - or for 
Q Do you think it's true Q Do you think some teachers black people in general? CASES.. 
Ae RES aa 2 ete are prejudiced towards 
Sead onady. ~) meee J nate ee aa Tage for came, te 
the youth? queue Sas case of Abdul Azad who works 
F J Yes I do. There are many (laughs Semevesrone) eA Mey gee ete a! 

; Seeieney per teachers in this school _ BS... picked up for questioning in 

i aan ee as whe eee. yess Ieee dicen Boao October 1978 after his mother 
I was a black youth and against black people. a was meandered.) Heat Tar satay 
Ohi asschgine hue They don't show it but if : acstLe food he was released 
Pca cueithse You're smart and clever you eee rac they are that night but picked up the 

Pueiond P cae Wooing can look and see they're ane to 00 on cxmest= next morning. It was clear 
Wate avshop the, police prejudiced. They goon as Ou" 10 com that the police were more 
RaNit Wick'ne.ao- for if you're dumb or something. 77°61 Oe oon done interested in forcing Abdul 
'SUS'. A lot of peopl To me, they teach the white * e to confess that he was not 

people i ~ so really no proof is the son of his parents than 
are trying to get rid of sileren mare uthan they needed to find someone investigating ‘hd her! 
tae uue theh conte do teach the black children poorer ay 3783 investigating his mother's 
; y andithey sive wittenehinde guilty wider thie lav. | murder. After a three month 
ane peniwore attention than police officer's uord is spell in Risley Remand Centre 

: ee enough. ipni y 

Was just coming Home from yeah) 7 agree. Defence Committee, Abdul was 
college and he had a big : finally released and allowed 
bag with him and he was ake ©NSwononranr remaindinenietcuattry, 





standing at a bus stop 








State Racism: 


THE DECLINE OF THE NATIONAL FRONT AND THE RISE OF RESPECTABLE RACISM 


On Sunday, March 3rd, 
1980, the National Front 
(NF), marched through 
Peckham in South London, 
an area with a large number 
of black people. It was the 
NF's first major march 
since the elections in May 
1979. 


The last year or so has 
seen a great many develop- 
ments in the internal poli- 
tics of the Front. This has 
been due largely to the in- 
fighting that is taking place 
as a result of their failure 
to get many votes in the last 
election, (which came as a 
great surprise after their 
election gains in 1974). 


Interestingly, the "London 
Programme"’, (ITV, Friday; 
February 29th), did a prog- 
ramme on the NF entitled 
"The Rise and Fall of the 
National Front", In it, they 
examined the origins of the 
NF, the Nazi backgrounds of 
many of their leaders, and 
their rise in electoral poli- 
tics over the last twelve 
years. In the 1974 elections, 
when race became a major 
election issue, (shortly after 
many racist, public statements 
by Enoch Powell and the 
media's hysterical coverage 
of the "influx" of Ugandan 
Asian refugees - all holding 
British passports but, un- 
fortunately, with black faces), 
the National Front gained a 
spectacular number of votes 


NF Poll 


Ih many boroughs the NF 
polled more votes than the 
Liberal Party. In one South 
London borough the combined 
vote of the NF and the racist 
National Part (NP) 
was greater than the Labour 
Party vote. Perhaps if these 
two extreme right-wing groups 
had put up a joint candidate, 
we may have seen, for the 
first time in Britain, a Nazi 
Member of Parliament (MP) 
in the House of Commons, In 
London's East End, the 
National Front gained 17% of 
the total vote in Bethnal 
Green and Bow, and 19% of the 
vote in Hackney South, 


The "London Programme" 
tried to analyse what had 
happened in the five years 
between the 1974 and 1979 
elections to make the National 
Front's vote fall so drastically. 
The programme presented no 
real answer to this vital ques- 
tion, although it looked at a 
number of factors, Among 
these factors were the rise 
of a large and vociferous 
anti-racist, anti-fascist move- 
ment, (seen most clearly in 
the rise of the Anti-Nazi 
League (ANL)); the determined 
and self-organised defence of 
the black communities by black 
people themselves; and the 
Tory Party's use of race as 
a major election issue. 


However, the programme 
failed to look at the rise of 
the National Front in the con- 


text of the wider political cli- 
mate of the late 1960's and the 
1970's, and the economics 
that determined the need, or 
lack of it, for the cheap labour 
force provided by black immi- 
grants. H the programme had 
done so, it may well have 
begun to understand why the 
NF's vote was so high in 1974, 
for the rise of the National 
Front is connected to the beg- 
inning of Britain's economic 
slump. When Britain found 
that it no longer needed the 
cheap immigrant labour that 
she had needed and recruited 
in the post-war years, she 

had to find a rationale to get 
rid of those black workers. In 
addition, it was an easy sleight 
of hand to blame the symptoms 
of the economic recession, 
(poor housing, increasing 
unemployment, cuts in social 
services, hospital and school 
closures, high prices and low 
wages, etc.) on the small num- 
ber of black workers in Britain. 


They were the perfect scape- 
goat! 


Black Immigration 


But in order to use black 
immigration as a diversion to 
stop people - and especially 
working class people - looking 
for the real root of these 
problems, the ruling class 
had to make racism respect- 
able. And the National Front, 
(with a little help from its 
friends in the Labour and 
Conservative Parties; the 
Press and mass media; Big 
Business and the bosses; the 
Police and Law Courts, etc) 
were the perfect tool. 


The role of the National 
Front was to create the atmos- 
phere, the climate of public 
opinion, where to be racist 
was to be not only acceptable 
but also respectable. After 
all, to be racist was also to 
be patriotic... Hence, as early 
as 1964, the Tory candidate 
for Smethwick came to be 
elected on the openly racist 
slogan, "If you want a nigger 
neighbour, vote Labour”. 

In this climate of increa- 
singly overt racism, the Labou: 
Party helped to draft one of 
the most openly racist 
Immigration Laws (all immi- 
gration laws in Britain are 
racist because they discrimi- 
nate against black people), 
which was passed under the 
Heath Government in 1971. 
Later, the Tory Party took 
up the sort of propaganda that 
the National Front had first 
voiced. 


Numbers Game 


During the late '60s and 
early and mid-"70s, the 
“Numbers Game" (that too 
many blacks equals bad race 
relations) was played by all 
political parties. It was the 
rationale, the reasoning, 
behind successive Immigration 
Acts and Nationality Laws. 


Taken to its logical con- 
clusion, the "Numbers Game" 
means that if there were no 


black people in the country, 
there would be no race rela- 
tions problem AND, apparently, ps 
no housing shortage, nounem- § 
ployment, no cuts in public 
spending, no inflation and so 
on. The Tories, therefore, 
applied themselves to the 

task of convincing the public 
of the link between black 
immigration and Britain's 
economic problems. As 
Margaret Thatcher put it in 
1979, 





lation who own 90% of the 
wealth but contribute nothing 
“there are a large number to the production of that wealth) 
of people who are rather Once they had done so, there 
afraid that we are being rather was no role left for the NF, 
swamped by people of an alien After all, why vote for a small 


culture", party that would get rid of 
"niggers" and "pakis" when 
Tory Party the Tories promised to do the 


By the 1979 election, then, 8#me job with far less fuss 


the Tory Party was encouraging 2" bother? 


black people to "go home’ . »: . 
They took up the NF cry of The decline tN 
repatriation - but indirectly, _ undoubtedly Linked, rae 
Black people were to be hounded 22 bE it pao mae 
homes and workplaces raided  #¢i8m by the State. 

for passports, families and 
dependants refused entry to 
Britain, refugees refused 
adequate emergency housing, 
racist attacks on countless 
men, women and children, 
sometimes resulting in death, 
never investigated properly 
or prevented where possible: 
all these things added up toa 
climate where black people 


No wonder the NF's leaders 
are fighting among themselves. 
No wonder the NF are confused 


The Tories have stolen 
their fire, while the Labour 
Party are trying to keep up 
with the Tories without totally 
betraying the ideals of equality 


about what direction to take nowis 








’ beard 
requires fighting 400 years 
of ideas of racial superiority - 
ideas which are part of the 
basic fabric of British Society. 


As Colin Winter, (Bishop 
of Namibia) put it, ''The 
British people take it (racism) 
in with their mother's milk, ," 
(In an interview, ''The Contro- 
versionalists", BBC1, Sunday 
March 2nd), 


So the NF need not be too 
dismayed at their election 
failures last year. The National 
Front may not have come to 
power - but their ideas clearly 
have. The National Front may 
well be on the decline - but 
racism is on the increase . It 
rampant throughout all 
layers of British society. .... 


kK KK 


Many of the ideas in this article 
are not new. For an excellent 
and deeper analysis of these 


were seen and treated as 
second class citizens. Not to 
mention that they already had 
the worst housing, the highest 
rate of unemployment, the 
lowest wages for the worst 
jobs, and the worst schooling 
of any group in Britain. 


The Tory Party had finally the problem of fighting racism 


taken on OPENLY and whole- 
heartedly the doctrine of the 


National Front as regards race. 6ainst groups like the National 


"Voluntary" repatriation was 


encouraged, and if black people ™uch deeper and far further. 
wouldn't go of their own accord, 


then the Government would 
make quite sure that condi- 
tions would be so unpleasant 


on which its party is suppos edly issues read: 
founded. 


Meanwhile, what of the 
anti-racist movement in this 
country, and in an area like 
Hackney? 








With the decline of the NF 30pence) 
n and the 

he National Front" 
td Edgar. (A Race and 
Pamphlet, price 30pence) 


takes on a new aspect. It is 
clearly not enough to fight only 


Front when the problem goes ets are available 


te of Race Rela- 
247/249, Pentonville Road, 
837 0041), Or 


pamphl, 
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To fight racism in Britain 
today involves fighting State 
racism, a part of British 
daily life. To fight racism 









for them that they would want 
to go "home", (even though 
many of the youth had been 
born in Britain, the land of 


hopeand glory). 


The "London Programme" 
analysed the rise and fall of 
the National Front and the issu 
of race in terms of numbers, 
(for example showing an up- 
surge in racist feelings with 
the "influx" of Asian refugees, 
etc). 
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racist than 
those of their Labour predec— 









THE REAL QUESTION S NOT, 
AND HAS NEVER BEEN, 





AND ROOT OF RACSM IS, A 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN, TO 
JUSTIFY A BRUTAL ECONO! 
EXPLOITATION OF BLACK 
PEOPLE, FIRST IN THE 
THIRD WORLD AND THEN IN 
THE WEST. 


Scapegoat 


The real reason for the 
rise of the NF was the State’ 
need for a scapegoat for the 


This Bulletin comes out just 
after the first anniversary 
lof the "Southall Riots" and 
the death of Blair Peach. 
jon Sunday 27 April 3000 people 
esponded to a call by the 
Southall Defence Committee a 
land the Friends of Blair 
Peach and marched through the 
'S Iicentre of London. The march 
was called to pledge solidar- 


growing economic depression. Jity with the 342 people 


The NF was the ideal group to] ‘rested that day, and to : 
protest at the delay in bring- 


ing Blair Peach's murderers 
to trial. 


voice the ideas and values, 
(the ideology), of the ruling 


rted - policies Lane, E8, 
















This Bulletin is brought out 
by HCAR (Hackney Committee 
Against Racism). If you are 
interested in what we do 
come along to a meeting and 
find out more. HCAR meets 
every first Wednesday of the 
month at 8 pm in the Labour 
and Trades Hall, 96 Dalston 
Or you can contact 
HCAR secretary at 986 1300 
(evenings) . 


comments and information for 
the next issue. If you are 
interested in giving us a 
hand, or telling us about any 
experiences that you have had, 
or want to get involved in 
fighting racism - get in 
touch. 


HCAR c/o Hackney CRE, | 
245 Mare Street, £.8. 





JUSTICE IN THE COURTS 


Conditional discharge for youth who 


murdered Asian 


John Till, 20, of Beale 
Road, Bow, kicked Pakistani 
Kayimarz Anklesaria in the 
head in a train at Bromley- 
by-Bow underground station 


because Till and his friends 
let one District Line train go 
by at Mile End without getting a teacher of racial discriminat 


on it, as did Mr. Anklesaria. 
Mr. Kenneth Richardson, 


last August because he seemed prosecuting, said: "There is 


to be smiling all the time. 

But the smile which led 
to 44-year-old Kayimarz's 
death was the result of a 
rickshaw accident in Karachi, 
Pakistan, which left him with 
a facial disability. It left his 
face flexed into a permanent 
smile - and it was this smile 
that led to the unprovoked 
attack by Till. 

On Monday at the Old 


no evidence that the victim 


was inclined towards other 

men. He was the subject of 

ridicule from these youths 

and he did not retaliate and 
simply peaceably got on the 
train and sat down. 

"When the train arrived 
at Bromley-by-Bow. Till 
told his friends he was going 
to kick or hit this man. 

"One of his friends said 


Bailey Till was given a 12 month ‘Leave it out’ but Till 


conditional discharge by High 


moved towards him and kicked 


Court Judge Mr. Justice Comyn. him with the inside of his foot 


After telling Till that the 
courts would act to stamp out 
the "scourge" of present day 


on the right side of the head 
and neck". 
Till, who pleaded not 


violence the judge jailed him for guilty to murder but guilty 


for two years. 

But he was immediately 
reminded that because Till 
was under 21, he could only 
receive a sentence of six 
months or less, or three years 
or more, 

This: loophole in the law 


to manslaughter, said in a 
statement: "My intention 
was just to hurt him. I didn't 
think it would kill him." 


In passing the "aborted" 


two years sentence, the 
judge said :''You were guilty 


allowed Till to walk to freedom of an appalling act of violence 


after spendine six months 


in custody awaiting trial. 


against a totally inoffensive 


man ina tube train. lam 


quite prepared to accept that 


Defence counsel said at the you never intended to kill 


trial that Till thought the 





him or thought that you were 


victim was behaving in a homo- likely to kill him." 


sexual. manner and was encou- 
raged into believing that 
—— 


LETTERS 


"Hackney st Racism’, 
I wonder how many of 
your readers saw the film 
"A Hole in Babylon", (Play 
for Today, BBC1) shown on 
telovision last November. 


Dear 











film was supposed 
accurate account of 
Spaghetti House Siege" 


to be an 
the 





which took place in the 

autumn of 1975. In 1975 three 
black brothers attempted to 
rob the Spaghetti louse Restau- 
rant in Knightsbridge, London. 
The alarm was set off and the 
black brothers were surrounded 
by police before they could 
escape so they took hostages 
and escaped to the basement 

of the restaurant. 
lasted a number of 
during which time the three 
black brothers made various 
political demands of the state, 
such as the release of a black 
political prisoner, in exchange 
for letting the hostages go 
free. 


The seige 





The polical motives for 
the robbery - the fact that 
the black brothers wished to 
use the money from the robbery 
to further the cause of black 
people, to help them to fight 
against the Babylon (British 
society) - was played down 
totally by the press and the 
govern ment and the police. 
(Sir Robert Mark was chief of 
the Metropolitan Police at the 
time ofthe seige and in charge 
of operations.) 


Four years later the film, 
co-written and directed by 








© impact of 


(East London Advertiser, 7/3/€ ssion for Racial Equality. 





racism, and 
forced them into the £ 
I found the film lacking 
in many ways, though [ 
that many of my white coll- 
cagues at work found it 
film. 1, personally, 
mayed at its superfic 
rather unsympathetic ¢ 
erisation - the three 
involved never really 
life. Nor did the real 
the total brutality 
and waste which i 





know 





a fine 
s dis- 
1 ai 
aract~ 


black 
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racism ails, 


come across 
film did 
factors 


I felt that the 
not really evaluate the 
which led to the attempted 
robbery and siege. Nor Wid the 
film show us what really pushe 
people to such measures. In 
fact, film totally accepted 
that whatfthey did was wrong and 
stupid without questioning why 
it was wrong and badly handled. 
Wrong from whose point of view? 
The police's? The media's? Or 
slack people's point of view? 






















iew? 


1 got the uneasy 
the 


Instead, 
g that those who made 
somehow ju 


feelin 
film w 
(to whom? to white F 
the black brothers' 
if they were sayin 
look, these brothers have 
a rough deal; they didn't 
really know what they were 
doing". 1 wonder what their 
position would have been if 
the brothers had been success- 
ful with their robbery. 









had 





Also the film spent too 
long looking at their short- 
comings and backgrounds — 
they would have been better 
showing the State's. The ans- 





Horace Ove, set out to dramatise wer to why the siege happen- 


the seige and give the back- 
graunds of the three brothers 
(Frank Davis, Wesley Dick, and 
Bonzu Monroe) to show how 


ed doesn't lie with the three 
black brothers (all still in 
jail) but in the society they 
and ourselves live in. 


Storm 
over ‘Sambo’ case 


A storm of protest erupte: 
last night after a judge cleare 


Judge Irvon Sunderland 
said that terms like "'sambo" 
and "nignog" were not racist 
in the circumstances of the 
case. 


Immigrant groups reacted 
with anger and dismay. 


One leader said: ''This 
could oven the flood-gates 
to the rise of further offen- 
sive expressions and slogans". 


The judge made his 
comments at the end of a 
case in Birmingham brought 
by a black schoolboy against 
his white former teacher. 


Teenager Cecil Stephens 
claimed he has been called 
"sambo" and "nignog"’ by 
Graham Bramble and that 
the expressions were unlaw - 
ful under the Race Relations 
Act. 

But Judge Sunderland said 
+hat even if the expressions 
jad been used, they "could 
1ot by any stretch of the ima- 
sination be described as 
discriminatory". 


He threw out the case, 
which had been brought with 
the assistance of the Commi- 





more concer 
ures of the 

and therefore, by 
cation, the failur 
black community 


failures of the society. 





Dick himself 
raised various points about 
film, (though never hav- 
ing seen it himself). Below 
are printed excracts from 
two letters written hy Wesley 
Dick. The first extrac 
written in December 1972 
he film was shown on 
television. 














was 





The extracts are printed 
by kind permission of "Grass- 
roots" the monthly paper of 
the Black Liberation Front. 








It is perhaps ironic 
that the points he raises 
about such a film are more 
political and more clear-- 
sighted than those made by 
many who saw the film. H 
understanding of the causes 
of the siege, the 
importance of the stuggle 
and the possible shortcom- 
ings of the film are clear 
and concise. 








Perhaps it takes someone 
shut up in a prison to remind 
us of our chains - and) how to 
break out of them. Wesley's 
letters are a powerful reminder 
of how to struggle and where. 


Yours sincerely, 
Natasha Sivanandan 
(HCAR member) 





EDITORIAL COMMENT: What Price 


a Black Life? 


It appears that white 
people who attack black 
people for no reason except 
that they don't like the "look" 
of them, is becoming increa- 
singly acceptable. When the 
Virk Brothers, (four Sikh 
brothers in Newham), 
defended themselves against 
an unprovoked attack by 
white racists they were 
sentenced to seven years, 
four years, three and one 
year periods of imprisonm ent, 
(for the basic "mistake" of 
trying to protect themselves). 
No doubt if Mr. Anklesaria 
had defended himself and 
inflicted any damage on his 
attacker, it would have been 
him facing prosecution. No 
doubt he would have been 
given a sentence longer than 
that received by John Till. 


It becomes increasingly 
plain that black people can 
expect no real justice in the 
law courts. Last year, when 
Michael Ferreira, a West 
Indian, was killed by three 


SPEAKS 


December 1978 

Horace Ove is making a 
film bout de seige. I would 
like fe help him but cha, it's 
hard fe explaia in a letta. 
Him write me and tell me bout 
it. He ask me fe give him so 
some details about my life an 
what happened to me to motivate 
me into carry on wid de seige. 
I tell him sey if him check 
Bonsa and Frank dey most 
probably will give him some- 


thing. But me, }'d sooner fe 
keep quiet. 1 will tel yu de 
3 basic reasons? 

1. Pride 

2. Beggary 

3. Frank 


Now de explanations. 


1. Pride - I don't see 
getting beat by de wicked 
as anything to boast or shout 
about and definitely nothing 
to film about. I hate getting 
beat. 





2. Beggary - Because we 
did get beat any film about 
us made by Blacks can only try 
to portray us in a sympathetic 
way. Digging up the usual 
boring "racism, unemployment, 
police brutality" etc, in short 
looking at our social back 
grounds an interpreting our 
actions in de light of unfort- 
unate hardships brought about 
by oppressive society. Now all 
dat is true, Iknow I had a very 
tough time Qut it seems to me 
dat only ah go beg for sympathy 
to be shown towards us. I don't 
deal in beggary, is nothing but 
struggle I deal with. 











Frank - Now dis is de 
worse bit. Icould get over de 
other 2 reasons if I really 
push myself but dis one is 
impossible. If dat seize had 
ended any other way, if de 
wicked did shot we up, of if 
dey trick we and captive us, 
or if anything else did happen 
it wouldn't bother me. But 
Frank pull dat shotgunpon me 
an sey him ah go blow off my 
head! how can yer fight when 
yer key spar wan shoot you 
instead of de wicked??? Is 


madness!!! How can I agree to 
dat??? Den when we go ah court 


Spaghetti House Siege : 


‘niggers 


racists in Hackney two of his 
attackers received no jail 
sentences and the one who 
stabbed Michael received only 
5 years. In his summing up 

on the case the Judge commented 
that he had given the white 
youth a low sentence partly 
because of his youth. It isa 
pity that no-one took into 
account the youth of Michael 
who was only 19 years old 
when his life was brutally, 
and for no reason, ended. 


In Britain black people 
have countless examples of 
the workings of British 
justice". Whether it be racist 
abuse, attacks or murder, 
black people are the victims 
of racism, in the first instance, 
at the hands of white indivi- 
duals and in the second instance 
at the hands of magistrates 
and judges. 


Sadly, it appears that if 
you are black, (or black and 
homosexual), your life is not 
quite as important as if you 
are white. 


e 
WESLEY 


after we fight dem down de 
first day ah de trial, him go 
in de witness box to cuss us 
off. 

Now Horace might do us 
justice an do de best he can. 
He may take de historic view 
and treat de seize as a fact 
that happenedand work it from 
der. But I still don't dig it. 
Still, I hear sey Bonsu and 
Frank did give him der view 
of things so dat will be useful. 

It make de whole ting look 
stupid, a joke, a bunch of 
playing games den when 
get to tough dem crack 
up. Yu see my point. How can 
I agree to ah film wid dat 
kinda bullshit... Dem kinda 
ting should make any self- 
respecting man go hide himself 
Is pure shame. When M.G.M or 
Fox, or whoever it was did sey 
dem de wan mek ah film an dem 
wan gi ve dunny fe de story, 

I say leggo, me-na wan know 
bout it. I still feel de same 
way. 

As dey will go ahead 
an mek it no matter what I think 
den yu can tell Archie dat I 
never write any real poems 
until de wicked give me de 
beating of my life an send me 
go ah Ashford fe four months. 
Is dat wha get me really 
serious. Befor den I used to 
write but not too much. I was 
in de organisation befor I went 
to Ashford, but I was coasting. 
Afterwards, it was pure war, 
An is suss dat de wicked do me 
on dat time. 


de game 





DECEMBER 1979 


No, I never see de film 
put people tell me sey it wasn't 
too bad. Dem make a whole 
heap of mistake an get de 
ending wrongbut as I don't 
check fe films it doesn't 
bother me. Dey can make 1,000 
films of de seige none ah dem 
will free me an dat's all I 
inter_gsted inna, immediate 
unconditional release from 
dis tortur chamber. Irstead 
most probably de authorities 
will jus keep me in fe de rest 
ah de sentence in de vain 
attempt de teach I fe beg them, 
put I laugh afta dem.I nah beg 
dem nothin . 


Wesley Dick 
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MORE FUN AND GAMES 
AT LESNEYS 


A company not particularly 
noted for its sympathetic 
approach to industrial rela- 
tions, Lesneys Products 
must hold the world record 
for the speed with which it 
carries through its redund- 
ancies. 

Three months ago, over 
2,000 employees at factor- 
ies in Hackney and east Lon- 
don were ''asked to leave'' at 
two days' notice, as the 
first stage in their rat- 
donalisation plans (see HPP 
53). The directors mst 
Still be congratulating them- 
Selves on the precision of 
their operation, and the 
small fortune they saved: 
for although the workers 
received a cash sum when they 
left, the company got out of 
having to pay overtime, bon- 
uses and National Insurance 
contributions which the wor- 
kers would have been entit- 
led to had they stayed the 
statutory 90-day redundancy 
period. 


Closures 


A further drawback to 
those workers who ''chose'' 
to leave was that som unem- 
ployment benefit offices did 
not recognise that the eight 
weeks pay they received was 
part of their redundancy deal, 
but assumed it was pay in 
lieu; as a result many wor- 
kers had to wait six weeks 
before they received any unem- 
ployment benefit. 

Towards the end of April, 
Lesneys carried through the 
second stage of their cut- 
backs and put a further 500 
people out of work. The bulk 
of these redundancies came 
from the Abbey Wood and Har- 


COMIN 


The Rio will be staging the 
London premiere of Eric 
Presland's "Seesaw" at the 
end of May, fresh from a 
rapturous reception in the 
pubs of Birmingham. The per- 
formance is. fast, funny and 
very visual; it includes 
elements of mime, magic, 
circus ,acrobatics and fire- 
eating. The play's main theme 
is the games that couples 
play, be they men or women, 
gay or straight. The two 
characters' sexes are del- 
iberately left unspecific, 
though in this performance 
they are played by two..men 
actors.Written by playwright 
/Rioworker Presland, and 
directed by Peter Stillwell, 
this is the Rio's first “own 
production". 


‘Scum’ 


Elsewhere the most inter- 
esting new arrival is"Scum" 
at the Konak. A short sharp 
cinematic shock, this film 
is recommended viewing for 
al] advocates of Mr. White- 
law's penal policy who have 
not been inside a Borstal 
recently. 


low sites, which are due to 
close down at the end of May. 
However, it was only on 14 
April that staff representat- 
ives were notified about 
these plans. Judging from 
the success of their previous 
exercise, the management 
seemed to have realised that 
surprise is an important ele- 
ment in preventing resistance 
to their measures, particul- 
arly as the unions do not 
seem to be well organised in 
any of the factories. Again, 
within a matter of days of 
the announcement the workers 
had left. 


“Cavalier” 


It will be interesting to 
see whether the DHSS adopts 
the same attitude as before 
and suspends the workers’ un- 
employment benefit for six 
weeks. Works convenor Albert 
Felton claims that he had 
not heard of anyone having 
problems about signing on, 
but there definitely have 
been cases of people having 
to wait for their benefit... 

An ASTMS official expres- 
sed irritation at Lesneys 
"cavalier attitude" over 
redundancies, which seem 
to show scant regard for 
the exceptional employment 
problems which Hackney faces. 

Conceming the company's 
rationalisation plans, he 
believed that the closure 
of the Rochford and Harlow 
factories would mean that 
work would be concentrated 
on the existing sites and 
so reduce overheads. But, 
he said, "I will be worried 
for a long time about the 
state of the company." 

The company is obvioysly 


in a difficult financial 
position and they are app- 
arently being advised by 

the Bank on all the moves 
they make. Thus any decision 
about the future of the 
company will be taken on a 
purely financial basis 
rather than in response 

to the needs of the market. 
Part of the company's fin- 
ancial "problems" must be 
due to mismanagement: the 
failure to recognise the 
changing trends in the toy 
market towards more tech- 
nological products; but 
company surveys do not be- 
tray any apprehension on the 
part of the directors. In 
June 1979, Lesneys chairman, 
T M Tapscott, declared that 
“the product range was 
stronger than ever and the 
group's production resources 
have never been greater... 
there is much in the company's 
favour which should result 
in a better trading year’. 
This confidence was reflected 
in the company's strong pos- 
ition in the share market. 


Economise 


So why did Lesneys sudden- 
ly jump from a position of 
strength to one where it 
has to close down two of its 
factories and cut back on 
staff? It seems that the 
government's economic polic- 
ies have persuaded even the 
larger manufacturers to play 
it safe and economise - at 
the expense of those workers 
forced on to the dole queue. 
Time will tell how many mre 
employees will face the same 
fate - unless the Tories 
abolish unemployment benefit 
by then. 


Based on a play banned by 
the B.B.C.,the film retains 
the claustrophobic intensity 
of the small screen and of 
the institution that it de- 
picts. Much of it is harr- 
owing to watch, particularly 
the two suicides ,countless 
brutal fights and one anal 
rape. Through this welter of 
violence and frustration Ray 
Winstone moves impassively 
to become “daddy" of the Bor- 
stal. Excelling all other in- 
mates in brutality and ruth- 
lessness, his value is recog- 
ised by the staff, who co-opt 
him onto the authority struc- 
ture, to which violence is 
integral rather than an act 
of defiance. 

Other patterns of resist- 
ance prove less easy for the 
institution to assimilate, 
such as that of a hippy who 
refuses to use animal products’ 
and constantly changes relig- 
jon, which goads his gaolers 
to a fury. 

Only after the second suic- 
ide does Winstone see the ex- 
tent to which he has been 
duped, and,by withdrawing his 
Support from the base of the 
whole pyramid of violence, 


brings the whole structure 
down in a riot. 

Main features at the Rio 
include 80's style weepie 
“Kramer vs. Kramer", the filn 
selected to be seen by the 
regal eye, and no doubt quit> 
unsuitable for anybody else. 


More interesting are 2 music 
based films :"Rude Boy"featur- 


ing the Clash, and "Rockers" 
with everybody who's anybody 
in Reggae. Lates include Vis- 
conti at his most opulent and 
formal depicting Nazidom in 
"The Damed". 


Women’s Films 


May is an exceptionally 
good month for women's pro- 
grammes in Hackney. There will 
be a week-long women's film 
festival at the Rio from the 
12th to the 17th, with pro- 
grammes changing daily,foll- 
owed by a women's cinema 
workshop at Centerprise on 
the I8th. There is a Women- 
only concert by feminist 
singer/songwriter Meg Christ- 
jan at the Rio,and also worth 
noting is the benefit screen- 
ing of “Coma", proceeds to 
the Hackney Health Campaign. 





Tap comes 
to Hackney 


On Saturday 26th April Will 
Gaines, one of the last of 
the ‘old time’ black Ameri- 
can tap-dancers, or “hoofers" 
as he describes them, gave 

a special performance in 
Hackney. 

His performance was in 
fact a teaching session 
that was part of a Day of 
Dance organised by the 
\ts section of Hackney 
ceisure Services in associ- 
ation with the Greater 
London Arts Council. 

It was the first such 
special day devoted to 
different kinds of dance 
that has been held in 
Hackney, but there may be 
more in the future. The 
classes were held through- 
dut the day, free of 
charge, at Brooke House 
School in Kenninghall Rd. 
Michael Quaintance from 
The Place taught a contem- 
porary dance class for 
young men only, to encour- 
age more men and boys to 
take up dancing. There was 
a class taught by a member 
of the Ballet Ranbert, a 
tap class and a Soul-Jazz 
class taught by Karl 
Campbell. 


The Day of Dance was organ- 
ised to provide further 
teaching to pupils who 
learnt dancing at secondary 
school and who had nowhere 
to continue once they left. 
There are also council- 
sponsored classes held on a 
regular basis throughout 
the borough, such as those 
at Chats Palace, with the 
same aim in mind, building 
on the interest and ability 
shown at such events as the 
annual dance festival held 
in Stoke Newington. 


Unorthodox 


The attendance at the tap 
dancing class on Saturday 
afternoon certainly bears 
out the interest in dance 
in Hackney. The hall was 
full of men and women, boys 
and girls, aged anywhere 
from about eight to about 
forty, and they all 
obviously enjoyed the class 
and appreciated Will Gaines' 
unorthodox methods of 
Participative teaching 
which consisted of watch, 
listen and "do your own 
thing" - or, be happy 
through to your feet. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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PROGRAMME 


Ca 


ee 
ou es 


TEL 254 6677 


3 VARIETY and WAXWORKS 
4 Asian Film Programme 





5 
5 days (not Fri) KRAMER VS KRAMER 
i9 Meg Christian In Concert (£2.50) 

FRENCH CONNECTION I and IL 
TORA: TORA: TORA: 
COMA and FIGHT THE CUTS 
WOMEN'S CINEMA FESTIVAL 
(see separate box) 
Asian Film Programme 


RUDE BOY 


For 3 days SEESAW - Live Theatre 9.45 
Fri THE DAMNED 11.15 
Sat EYES OF LAURA MARS and PEEPING TOM 11.15 
Sun Asian Film Programme 12.30 
Mon ROCKERS and 
For ROCK; ROOTS AND REGGAE 
Fri THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN and 

SEVEN DAYS IN MAY 
Sat Pan Africa Benefit - Live Event 


A FESTIVAL OF 
WOMEN’S FILMS 


Mon 12 A TOKEN GESTURE, SIZE 10, SOME AMERICAN 
FEMINISTS and A WOMAN'S PLACE (8 pm) 
Tues 13 OFTEN DURING THE DAY and WOMEN OF THE 
RHONDDA and COUP POUR COUP 
Wed 14 MY LOVE HAS BEEN BURNING and 
BERNICE BOBS HER HAIR 
Thur 15 SECRET STORM, NINE MONTHS and 
ANIMATION FOR LIVE ACTION 
TAKING A PART and KLUTE 1 
QUEEN CHRISTINA and CHRISTOPHER STRONG 
THE SPELL OF THE PAST and 
WE'RE ALIVE and LINA BRAAKE 
ADAM'S RIB and NOW VOYAGER 


Fri 16 
Fri 16 
Sat 17 


Sat 17 












EASTER 
HoligAY 


My Easter holidays were 


very funny ,and my 
friends Alison ,Helga, Leann 
Lisa and me were being very 


bad Indeed.We had a 





by beating up kids and all 
the teachers were running 
after us and Caroline my 
other friend.She got caught 
and she is a tramp and when 
it was home time we did hide 
from Miss Guide, the boss,and 
she did catch Alison and Lee 
and she did not catch me,but 
Alison gave me away,and when 
we had to go on an outing 


we was being bad, 


good tim 


Knock Knock 


Who's there ? 
Felix 
Felix who? 









because there are 





complicate 








just any Tom,Dick 
can do it 
be explaieed 


about 








Trouble in France 


In the sumer a group 
of children and a few 
adults will be travel- 
ling to France to do 
Some camping for about 
2 weeks. 

We will get there by 
bus, train, hovercraft 
and then by minibus. 
Over the last few weeks 
we have been having 
meetings about what 
things we are going to 
be doing over there. 
We were supposed to be 
bringing bikes but not 
all of us could get 
hold of a bike. When 
we get there we will 
be touring all differ- 
ent types of campsites. 


EASTER 


CenterprisesS Easter Holiday 
Project this year consisted 
of a photography project 
and a one-day canal boat 
trip. The photography 
project decided on the 
following themes: 


Black people in Hackney 
Working people in Hackney 
Buses 

Kids in Hackney 
Tourist's London 


To be able to go over 
to France we will have 
to raise about £1,500 
in 2 to 3 months. 


P.S. On the 9th May 
“we will be having a 
benefit disco at 
GHATS PALACE, 
Brooksbys Walk, 
Homerton , 

LONDON EQ. 


If you would like 

to come and support 

us tickets are £1.50 
for adults and 75p 

for children, There 
will be food and raffle 
tickets on sale. 






ROJECT 











or Harr 





because it has t 





WORKING WITH 
MY UNCLE 





1 did. 


cement ,then 


that it could kill your 











MDD ALBUM 


‘Beat That’ - FR Records 


The PURPLE HEARTS have got 





their first LP out, called 






















‘Beat That'. On it the 
tracks are 'Frustration’ 
and ‘Jimmy Jimy', which is 
a B-side to their first 
Single. There are som good 
tracks on the album. 


It's a good album, I think 


So anyway. They are a good 








Whae Queer 
Great GREAT 


| think she is horrible,| 


think she makes the food and 





chips and other things 


go up in price.! thinkshe is 


a little bitch,and | hate to 


look at her ugly face. 
Queen Victoria married Pr 


pri Albert and had several 





chi ldren.She was strict.When 
her children were old she 


let them go out a 





would not 
and look for a job,she just 
wanted them to stand around 
the throne and was horrible 
to her kids and just because 


Prince Albert was not king 





ever Prince Albert 





Queen Victoria went out, 


2 Albert had to walk 





i ThINK ABOUT THE 


ANA HER 


GRAN MOTHER 


THE Que 7 


behind Queen Victoria.When 
Prince Albert was dead,Queen 
Victoria did wear ¢ black 


time. 


More Jokes. 


+ do you get if you cross 








a sheep anda dog? 


A sheep-dog. 





live band; however this 
album don't live up to 
what they are like live. 
But it'll do for now, 


till they play soon. 


“ee fair 


By the way a band called 
the LAMBRETTAS have a single 
out in the charts called 
"Poison Ivy', a 1957 hit 
by the Coasters. Pretty 


good. 





Steve King 
Anybody out there know 


the CROOKS BAND? Well I 
have for one. I have seen 
them. They have just 
released a record on Blue 
Print Records, with: 

‘All the Time in the World’, 
‘The Modern Boys', 

You Don't Have to Tell Me', 


"Lets Get Together 


Mod music. 


The finished exhibition 
will be on display in the 
coffee bar in Centerprise 
later on in the year but in 
the mean time are two of 
the pictures taken by the 
kids. 
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inrormation 


All listings on this page are inserted absolutely FREE. 
The information on this page has been revised and up- 


dated, but we would welcome any 
additions. 
by Friday 23 May. 
High Street, E8. 


Our address i 


Community, Tenants 
and Pensioners Groups 


HACKNEY PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION 
34 Dalston Lane, £8 

Advice service on Tuesday and Thursdays from 
10.30 to dim. Tea Bar Monday to Friday 
10.30 to 4pm. 


TASK FORCE 
34 Dalst 8, Tel, 254 1620 

Free advice for pensioners in Hackney. Odd jobs anc 
visits in N16 and N4 only. Pensioners’ activities and, 
neighbourhood care in NS. 








HACKNEY ASSOCIATION FOR WELFARE OF 
OLD PEOPLE 
22 Dalston Lane, EB Tel. 254 0718 





HARAMBEE 2 PROJECT 

74 Downham Road N1 

Social art advice centro, aimed particularly at 
black people 

Tuesday 10am- 10pm 

Thursclay 10am=4,30pm 

Friday 10am~10pm 


OFF CENTRE 
25 Hackney Grove, EB. Tel, 986 8566 
‘Advice for young people between 13 and 26 with any 
fables. 
Friday 10am~Bpm (open until 8.30pm on 








FRIENDS ANONYMOUS SERVICE 

Friendship House, 27 Hackney Grove, EB. 

24 hour telephone service with people always willing 
to listen and act. 

986 2233 (24 hours) 

985 0973) 


Boe gre) (ottice hours) 


FEDERATION OF HACKNEY TENANTS 
ASSOCIATIONS. 


Represents Borough, GLC, hous~ 
ing assocn and private tenants. 
Contact Terry Robinson, 380 
Old St, EC]. 739 3631. 


HACKNEY HOUSING ACTION GROUP 
contact 249 2281 or 249 8715. 


ACORN TENANTS ASSOCIATION 
Represents New Islington & 
Hackney Housing Assocn tenants. 
Contact Terry Robinson. 739 3631 


Ecology 


HACKNEY FRIENDS OF THE EARTH 
Active group, campaigning on 
nate energy, bikes, wildlife, 
Fecycling etc. Contact Jim 
Read, 67 Pairholt Road, N16. 
g02 o122. 


HACKNEY ANTI-NUCLEAR GROUP 
Open to all those wishin, 
to combat m powe: 
Meets every other Thursday 
in Conterprise. Contact 





226 1799 





SUN POWER ECOLOGY CENTRE 

83, Blackstock Road, N.4. 
Bookshop specialises in the 
environment, cooking, health, 
education, childrens’ book: 
also crafts and some whole 
foods . 01 226 1799 





HACKNEY SOCIETY 


‘An amenity group, affiliated 
to the Civic Trust, 
concerned with Hackney's 
environment and architecture. 
Meets on the third Monday of 
each month. 

Details from Chaiman, David 
Batchelor, Tel. 985 7937 

or Secretary, Robert Hill, 

75 GlynRoad ES Tel. 986 8761. 


Women 


HACKNEY SOCIALIST FEMINIST GROUP 
‘Moet alternate Mondays at the Factory, Matthias 
Road, N16, at 7.30pm. Contact Pat 254 5821 or 
Harriet 254'6208, 





RAPE CRISIS CENTRE 
Tul, 340 6145. 24 nour information and advice 


HACKNEY ABORTION CAMPAIGN 
Meetings fortnightly at 2®Parkholme Road, E8. 
Contact 249 3768 for details. 


HACKNEY COMMUNIST PARTY 
WOMEN'S GROUP 


Meets monthly - talks, films, 
activities. For information 
phone Nathalie 254 9508. 


oe 
OFF CENTRE 

Drop-in centre for Young 

Unemployed, 


Free snacks, use of telephones 
and newspapers. A meeting 


place for the’ young unemployed. 


Off Centre Basement. 
25 Hackney Grove, EB. 
986 “4016. 


further corrections or 


For the June issue please send them to us 


s HPP, c/o 136 Kingsland 


Political 
Groups 


HACKNEY LABOUR PARTY 
HACKNEY NORTH AND STOKE 
NEWINGTON 

Constituents advice service at 7om evary 
Friday at 6 Stamford Hill, N16 when locs! 
councillors are present 


Ken Livingstone, GLC councillor, hat 
advice service generally on 4th Thursday of 
‘each month. 

Details from 5 Stamford Hill, N16. Tel. 

800 7430. 

HACKNEY NORTH LABOUR PARTY 
YOUNG SOCIALISTS: for details contact 
secretary, Mumtaz Khan, c/o 5 Stamford Hill, 
NIB. 


HACKNEY SOUTH & SHOREDITCH 

ts advice service at 7.30pm. every Fi 

‘on Lane, E8, Ron Brown, MP, available 

th Friday of each month. Margaret 

Morgan, GLE Councillor, available Ist Friday of 

ach month, Local councillors every Friday. Advice 

service alwo operates at Holy Trinity Church Hall, 

Bletchley Street, N1, at 7pm. on Ist and 3ed Fridays, 

Ron Brown is present on Tt and 3d Fridays 

Margaret Morgan on 3rd Fridays, and local 

councillors on Ist and 3rd Fridays 

HACKNEY SOUTH LABOUR PARTY YOUNG 

SOCIALISTS: for details contact sncretary 

€/0 96 Dalston Lane, £8, 

HACKNEY CENTRAL 

Constituents advice serviee at 7.30pm. every Friday 

at 96 Dalston Lane, EB. Stanley Clinton Davis, MP, 
lable every Friday. Ellis Hillman, GLC 

Councillor, available every other Friday Local 

councillors every Friday 

HACKNEY CENTRAL LABOUR PARTY YOUNG. 

SOCIALISTS. for details contact Mrs A Smith, 

294 Navarino Mansions, EB. 
























HACKNEY YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 
Meets weekly. All young people welcome. 

HACKNEY COMMUNIST PARTY 

Twelve branches hold meetings regularly throughout 
the borough. All welcome 

HACKNEY MORNING STAR GROUP 

‘Meets weekly. Organises political, social and tunes 
raising events in support of Britain's socialist daily 
paper, the Morning Star. All Morning Star readers 
supporters welcome: 

For further information and a copy of the monthly 
newsletter detailing the meetings.campaigning actions 
etc. organised by the Hackney Morning Star group, 
Young Communist League and Communist Party 
contact David Green, 126 Amhurst Road, EB 

Tel, 249 6374 


LONDON WORKERS GROUP 

For independent militants, working anarchists 
and all those who with to organise for direct 
work rol. Meets fortnightly. Contact 
Box W. Rising Free, 182 Upper Street, NI, or 
ring Dave, 249 7042, 


ANARCHY COLLECTIVE @ 

Produces ANARCHY, a seasonal magazine on 

sale in Centerprise and Rising Free, 20p. Also 
snarchist activity. Ring 











LIBERTARIAN COMMUNIST GROUP 
c/o 136 Kingsland High Street, £8, 


Ananctist COMMUNIST ASSOCIATION 
Box 11, Rising Free, 182 Unper Street, Ni 


HACKNEY COMMITTEE AGAINST RACIALISM 
Alliparty anti-racialist campaign, Meets first 
Wednesday of each month at the Family Centre 
Rectory Road, N16, 


SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
HACKNEY GROUP 

‘Moets second Thursday of every month at 8pm 
at Centerprise, 136 Kingsland High Street EB. 


HACKNEY SOCIALIST CHALLENGE 
eronrene GROUP. 

fortnightly on Thursdays at 
Popa “the pritamia, 

Mare St. 

Further details from Hackney 

SC, c/o PO Box SO, London N.1. 

or from Martin, 359 8180 (day). 


REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY 
OF GREAT BRITAIN (MARXIST- 
LENINIST) 

Organises public meetings and 
study groups in East London. 


Contact 172 Wandsworth Rd, SW8. 


HACKNEY ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE 
meets 2nd and 4th Monday of 
each month in Labour Hall, 
Dalston Lane. Contact Box 

9, 136 Kingsland High St, E8. 


NEW COMMUNIST PARTY 

Hackney Branch meets on a 
Tuesday night at Centerprise, 
8pm. Information from NCP, 
395 Walworth Road, SE17 2AW. 


REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST 
TENDENCY, East London. 
Contact BM RCT, London 
WC1V 6XX (274 3951) for 
details. 


EAST LONDON WORKERS AGAINST 
RACISM. Meets on first Tues 
of each month at Oxford House, 
Debyshire St, E2. (274 3951). 


Community Centres 


CENTERPRISE 
136 Kingsland High Street, E8. Tel, 254 9632, 
Bookshop and office hours: 

Tuesgav—Saturday 10am—6.30pm. 

Coffee bar and meeting room hours: 
Tuesday-Friday 10an-9. 30pm. 

Saturday 10an-5. 30pm. 

FACILITIES: 

Coffee bar: bookshop: atlvice, information and 
contacts for individuals and groups. Typewriters 
an be used free, duplicating at cost price. Ask in 
General Office 

ADVICE CENTRE: 

{Legal and welfare advice session on Thursdays 
6.30-7.30)m. 

READING CENTRE 

For aclults who find it hard to real or write, Contact 
‘Shrapnel or ring 254 9635. 

PUBLISHING PROJECT: 

Publishing books by people who live in Hackney, 








WALLY FOSTER CENTRE 
Homerton Road, €9. Tel. 985 3972 

Community Centre with many activities: 

SOCIAL SERVICES ADVICE CENTRE: every 
weekday Gam—Spm. 

ADULT LITERACY CLASSES: 

Every Monday at 7pm. 

‘Also playgroup, mothers and toddlers groun, 
pensioners lunch club, school welfare advice, youth 
Elub for 5-8 year olds, Kung Fu and juvenile dance 
classes. 

See also ADVICE and NEIGHBOURHOOD 
ENGLISH CLASSES listings. 


THE FACTORY 
107 Matthias Road, N16 (next to Newington Green 
School), Tel. 249 3066. 

Runs mothers and toddlers clubs, sewing classes, 
English classes, youth club, childminders drop-in 
group (creche provided), after school club, arts art 
Grafts club, pensioners lunch club, food co-op and an 
Indian dance class 

Contact them for further details 


THE FAMILY CENTRE 
50 Rectory Road, N16. Tel. 249 8334. 
Information and help tor ali community problems. 
Cooking, w cites. 

Mothers and n Thursdays, 
1.30-3.30pm (homeworkers especially welcome) 
‘Encourage your child to read” elass on Mondays 
5.30-7.30pm. Supplementary schoo! now op 
Ciasses on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Satu 





























Contact them for further information 
Also see ADVICE arnt Nei Dod English 
Castes and Gingerbrrad under COMMUNITY 


GROUPS listings on this page 


HOXTON HALL 

12Ba Hoxton Street, N1.Tel. 739 543: 

Aluns playgroup, pensioners lunch club, legal 
after 








old-time dancing and singing. Ai 
Discussion Group and the Hoxton Drama 
Group. 

Many events take place in the theatre each 
month~ see the EVENTS AND MEETINGS 
section. Also see ADVICE listing. 





CHATS PALACE 

42-44 Brooksby's Walk, E9. 

986 6714. Meeting space, bar 
for club members, duplicating, 
workshop, clubs, classes, jazz, 
music hall, supplementary 
school, youth activities, hall 
for hire. 


(e) 


Education 
ADULT LITERACY SCHEMES 
For details of adult 
literacy courses in your 
area contact 
Carol Morri 
ABI, 229 Be 
a2.” 739 7790. 
Donald Kenrick, CLAPTON AEI, 
Brooke Kenninghall 

Road, ES. 985 9646 
Graham Morris, HACEXEY 
COLLEGE, 249 7221. 

June Hewes, HACKNEY LIBRARIES, 
Shoreditch Library, Pitfield 
Street, M1. 730 5153 
Sue Shrapnel, HACKNEY READING 
CENTRE, 136 Kingsland High 





BETHNAL GREEN 
1 Green Road, 

















Cal Weatherald, 
AEI, Jack Ashley School, 

Blackstock Road, N4 226 9199. 
John Rake, BOXTON HALL, 1282 
Hoxton Street, Nl. 739 5431. 


HACKNEY LANGUAGE SCHEME 

Teach the kind of English 
needed in day-to-day life. 

Classes operate throughout 
ckney. For further info- 
rmation contact Annette 

Giles, 249 1496, or call 

at the Family Centre, Rectory 
Road, N.16 on Thursday mornings. 











Meditation 


‘TRANSCENDENTAL MEDITATION 
Partnership for Progress 
in Hackney: regular 
introductory talks. Ring 
254 6280 for details. 


ANANDA MARGA 
1 Cazenove Road, N.16. 


For spiritual progress and 
social change. 

Meditation classes for men 
Wednesday 8.00pm 
Meditation classes for 
women Tuesday 8.00pm 

and Wednesday 2.00pm. 


Sewing class Tuesday 7.00pm. 


Advice 


Free legal advice on housing, landiord and tenant, 
employment, social security, welfare, matrimonial, 
immigration and discrimination probiems can be 
obtained from the following centres 


CENTERPRISE 
136 Kingsland High Street, EB. Tel. 254 9632. 
THURSDAYS 6.30-7.30pm. 


HOXTON HALL 
12Ba Hoxton Street, N1_ Tel. 739 5431 
WEDNESDAYS 7--Bom 


KINGSMEAD 

Wally Foster Centre, Homerton High Street, £9 
Tel, 985 3804, 

TUESDAYS 7-8pm. 

STOKE NEWINGTON ADVICE 
GROUP SERVICE. 

102 Manor Road, N¥6, Tel. 800 37/v. 
MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 78pm 


ALLEN ROAD 
12 Allen Road, N16. 
THURSDAYS 78pm 


Advice can alto be obtained from: 


HACKNEY ADVICE BUREAU & LAW CENTRE 
2368 Mi t, EB, Tel 986 8446, 

Open Monday-Friday 10am -Spm (7.30.0 
Thursdays) 

Legal aid and advice on housing, rents, repairs 
and employment problems 





CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAUX 
1-11 Hoxton Street, NJ. Tel, 739 4654. 

106 Old Street ECi. Tel, 253 2185. 
HACKNEY COUNCIL FOR RACIAL 
EQUALITY. 245 Mare St, E8 
TUESDAYS 7-8.30pm. 

Immigration, discrimi 





tion, housing law and 


986 4121. 


THE FAMILY CENTRE 
50 Rectory Road, N16, Tel, 249 8334 

Information and help in all community problems. 
Cooking. washing, creche facilities. Open all day. 


HOUSING ADVICE CENTRE 
202-4 Mare Street, £8. Tel. 986 8123 

Helps with all housing problems. Repairs, rebates, 
landlord /tenant, council/tenant 








HACKNEY CENTRAL INFORMATION BUREAU 
Town Hall, Mare Street, EB. Tel. 986 3123 


HACKNEY NORTH LABOUR PARTY ADVICE 
CENTRE 

5 Stamford Hill, N16, 

Advice and information on legal, financial, welfare, 
‘hotising, social security and personal probleme. 
FRIDAYS 7--8pm. 


RECTORY HOUSING AND WELFARE ADVICE 
CENTRE 
Family Centre, 50 Rectory Road, N16. 

using, employment, health and 
security and community and race relations 
SUNDAYS 10.30:n-12,00 noon. 








Advice c 





io be yutaceed fou HARAMBEE 2 





PROJECT, OFF CENTRE and FRIENDS 
ANONYMOUS. See Community Grouns listing on 
this page 


For MPs and councillors Advice surgeries 
LABOUR PARTY under POLITICAL GROUPS 
listing on this page. 





Arrested? Melping enquiries’ 


EMERGENCY LEGAL SERVICE 
Ring 986 9891, 


tvictes: 


24 hour free legal 
service from 6pm Friday over whole 
weekend. 





Workshops 


THE WORKSHOP 
8) Lenthati Road, E8. Tel, 254 3082 

Print your own posters and 
T-shirts. Cost of materials 


only. Open by arrangement. 


COMET WORKSHOP. 

Halcomb Street, NY. Tel. 729 0936. 

Learn sewing. macreme, toymaking, woodwork 
Creche available, toy library, Tea and cotter 
Open every weekday 


WORKSHOP 
77a, Lauriston Road, £.9. 
Ol 986 9585 Open 10.00 - 
6.00 Mon. - Sat. 
Pottery workshop and 
shop selling ceranics 
and pottery handmade in 
the workshop. Also Mac- 
rame plant hangers, jew 
lery, cards and other crafts. 





Gays 


GAY SWITCHBOARD 
Tel, 837 7324, 24 hour information and advice 
EAST LONDON CHE (Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality) 

East London CHE welcomes gay women and men 
For details phone John, 504 1110 or Kate, 
539 2331 


Eu 
Gemma Group for Disabled Lesbians. including 


older women. Contact 8M Box 5700, London 
tele 
Transport 


HACKNEY PUBLIC TRANSPORT ACTION 
COMMITTEE 

Meets regularly to discuss how to improve public 
ransport in Hackney. Contact Tony Jacobs, 

3 Hockley House, Morning Lane, E9. 

Tel. 986 2303. 


HACKNEY CYCLISTS ACTION GROUP. 
Contact Tessa Bain, 10 


Kynaston Road, N.16. 254 4559 


Health 

CITY AND HACKNEY COMMUNITY HEALTH 
COUNCIL 

Shoreditch Heath Centre, 210 Kingsland Road, £2 
Tel. 739 6308/8351, 

‘The public's voice the NHS-provides svice, 
‘takes up your complaints and criticisms. Open 
Imeeting on 3rd Tuesday ofeach month at 6.300m 
Publishes HEALTH IN HACKNEY. « comprehensive 
FREE pute wo health facies and ervices nthe 
ven 


HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN HACKNEY 
‘Advice, ideas, information. Trying to contact al 
families in district witha handicapped eile 

Contact Ann Pardon, 48 Mount Plessent Lane, ES. 
Tel, 808 8438. 

Volunteers needed at: Huddle- 
ston Centre, St James the 
Great Church, Lower Clapton 


Rd. E.5. Ol 985 8869. 


‘THE BIRTH CENTRE 
188 Old Street, EC, Tel. 251 4076 

Information. advice, lectures and seminars on birth at 
home and in hospital 

Open evening every Wednesday Bom. 25p. 


EAST LONDON WOMEN'S HEALTH GROUP 
€/o 116 Albion Drive, E6. 


‘STOKE NEWINGTON HEALTH GROUP 
Locel people interested in all matters 
Concerned with healtn. Contact Alan Clarke, 
Bi Kynaston Road, N.16. 254 3277 


COnmURL TY MEAL TH FOUNDATION 
VSB Old Street, EC. 251 4076. 


WOMEN'S NATIONAL CANCER 
CONTROL CAMPAIGN 


Hackney & District branch. 
Meets at John Scott Health 
Centre, Green Lanes, N4. 
Contact Rose McNulty 800 3108 
(evenings) or Hilda Burd 

800 2124 (anytime), 


Children 


HACKNEY UNDER FIVES 
136 Kingsland High Street, £8. 


Information and support for 
Parents with children under 
school age. Stores open on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Open monthly meetings on 3rd 
Tuesday of each month. 

Tel 254 9145. 


HACKNEY PLAY ASSOCIATION 
136 Kingsland Wigh Street, €8. 

Tel, 254-9145, 

Information, avier and help to prone 
organising play facilities for children, Contact 


Lilian McFetridge 


CHILD-CARE BULLETIN COLLECTIVE 
112b Forest Road €8, 

Publishes bulletins and pamphlets about child 
care and related topics. Collective is open to 
anyone interested, Contact 226 0817 or 254 
2227 lor details of next meeting—with creche 











Food 


‘TOWARDS JUPITER 

191 Mare Street E8, 985 5304 
Wholefood shop also selling books and crafts, 
FOOD FOR ALL 

3 Cazenove Road, N16. Tel, BO6 4138. 
Wholefood shop, also selling books and cr 





SHANTI VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT 
1 Cazenove Road, N.16 


Vegetarian meals. 

Wed, Thurs and Fri 7.00-9. 00pm. 
Sat12.00-2.00pm. 

Full vegetarian meal 65p. 


Vegetarian cookery classe: 
Wed 5.30pm andSat 10.30am, 





Music 

POETRY AND MUSIC CLUB 

The Chatterbox, la, Chat- 
terton Rd, (off Blackstock 
Rd.) Finsbury Park, N.4. 
Weds. 8.00 - 11.00 p.m. 
All welcome. 20p admission. 
Performers free. 


ISLINGTON & HACKNEY MUSIC WORKSHOP. 
Sina-song third Thursday every month, 8pm. Free. 


Ring Dave 249 0025, 


HOME GROWN MUSIC 

Chats Palace every Thursday 
at 8.00pm. SOp admission. 
Floor singers should contact 
John Lockhart on 986 6714. 


————_____.. 


HACKNEY CHESS CLUB 

Weds. 7.30pm - 10.30pm 
Fri. 7.30pm - 10.00pm 
Centerprise Daily 

Tues. - Sat. 

For any information contact 
T.Wilson, 135, Manor Road, 
N.16 SPB, 








HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS. » 
pastures 


4 new 


TROJAN PRINTING SERVICES, 
one of the first workers’ 
co-operatives to be set up 
in Hackney, has moved to 
bigger, better premises at 
85, Dalston Lane. The 
increased space means we can 
offer even more facilities. 
In addition to 2 badge 
machines, A4 offset litho 
printing and photostencil 
cutting, we now have 3 
duplicators for duplication 
in black, red and green and 
silk screen printing equipment 
and we are in the process of 
setting up a photographic 
darkroom, 

Over 50 local groups have 
already used our facilities to 
produce posters, badges and 
T-shirts; we also do sign- 
Writing and murals and provide 
a layout and design service. 


te 
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If you think you could make 
use of our services and you 
can manage 3 flights of stairs 
why not pop in and see us? We 
will show you how to use the 
equipment or we can do the 
work for you but, obviously, 
do-it-yourself is a lot 
cheaper. 

We are open from 1] am to 
7 pm Monday to Friday; if you 
can't make it during the week 
you could see us at the week- 
end by arrangement. 


Trojan collective 


SMALL 
ADS 


ADVERTISE IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER! 

If you are thinking of 
selling your bike, stereo, 
pet fish or indoor 
swimming pool HPP could 
work for you! For a meagre 
3p a word the columns are 
yours. Ads must be pre-paid. 
Cheques or postal orders 
to Hackney people's 

Press c/o 136, Kingsland 








High Street, E.8. Ads, for 
May issue to be received 
by Friday 25th april. 





Tube: finsbury pk. 








AY 1980 


debate likely to be 
an education 


In the present climate of 
cuts in public expenditure, 
there is great pressure to 
ignore or shelve considera- 
tion.of the nature and demo- 
cratic control of services 
threatened with contraction 
or extinction because of the 
urgency of campaigns to save 
those services. In the field 
of education this situation 
is no exception where left 
and progressive forces have 
increasingly concentrated on 
fighting the cuts, having 
little or no time and energy 
to consider the more fiunda- 
mental questions relating to 
the politics of education. 

In an attempt to divert 
some attention back to the 
politics of education the 
Hackney Communist Party are 
holding a public meeting at 
Centerprise on Friday 16 May 
at 7.30 pm. The main speaker 
will be Ian Hextal, a former 
London secondary school- 
teacher, now lecturer and 
writer in education at Gold- 
smith's College, together with 
Colin Ravden who teaches at 
South Hackney school. 

There will be a discussion 
paper published (available 
by sending an SAE to 2 
Chatsworth Estate, Elderfield 

Road, E5) in advance, which 











will hopefully facilitate an 
informed debate at the meet- 
ing. Much of the comment by 
the main speaker wil] hinge 
around a critique of the pos- 
ition adopted by Professor 
Brian Simon in the February 
1980 “Marxism Today" (avai l- 
able from Centerprise and 
other good bookshops). This 
is expected to be a lively 
and controversial debate 

and should be of interest 
not only to teachers but to 
school and college students, 
parents and all others who 
have an interest in all as- 
pects of education, both in 
Hackney and nationwide. 








speedword by. QUANGO 
z > ACROSS 
3. “Dog name 6. Parent's sister 
7.Jellied Pick 11. Takes 
exams again 14. . Kojak 15. Bark 
16. A deadly sin 


fell 
13. 





FOR SALE 3-speed bicycle in 
below average condition, lots 
of fun for 2-wheel handyman! 
Also 400mm camera lens 
Contact Chris Green, 57 Balls 
Pond Road ~ Tel. 254 1306 


TROJAN PRINTING SERVICES , 
Workers' Co-operative - for 
all your printing requirements 
Latest fun item - cut-out 
Maggie Thatcher doll : make 
HER dance as YOU pull the 
strings! Only from TROJAN, 

85 Dalston Lane (3rd floor) 


WASHING machine wanted in 
working condition, preferably 
twin-tub. 

Contact Geoff Holme, 539 5885 


HONDA 125''S' for sale. 

P registration. MOT and tax 
until November. Good working 
condition, Contact Cath 
Jackson, 643 8040 days or 
254 2707 evenings, 


CENTERPRISE, a multi-purpose 
community centre based on a 
bookshop and coffee bar, is 
looking for three workers to 
share responsibility for the 
following: coffee bar, run- 
ning exhibitions, organising 
work with young people, organ- 
ising building maintenance, 
running the public office, 
general administrative work, 
and producing the monthly 
magazine. The workers will 

be members of the Centerprise 
collective, sharing work and 
responsibility throughout the 
whole project. 

Send large SAE for details, 
or cdlect from 136 Kingsland 
High Street, E8. Closing 
date is 12 May. 

















DOWN 
1. Loud noise 2. 
works 5. Join up 





at Hastings 
Secure 





Metal 


BEST BOOK 
BARGAINS 


| THIS is definitely your last 
chance to clear out all those 
| Harold Robbins paperback, -get 
rid of those Jackie Collins 
epics and make room for all 
the right-on, cogent tracts 
and elevating literature you 
will be picking up at really 
bargain prices at the HPP 
BOOK SALE - enterprise, on 
Saturday 17 May at 2pm, Come 
early to avoid disappointment. 





If you have any unwanted 
books you would like to 
donate we will be happy to 
collect them from you. Just 
telephone 249 0311 (evenings) 
or 254 1306. 


SOLUTION TO 
HPP CROSSWORD 
NO.8 











‘UNEMPLOYMENT AND INNER 
CITIES' - a talk by Stuart 
Holland MP, leading proponent 
of Labour's ‘Alternative 
Economic Strategy’ - at 
Centerprise, 136 Kingsland 
High Street, E8 on Monday, 
19 May at 7.45pm. 


Public meeting organised by 
Hackney Communist Party on 
the politics of education 
with Ian Hextal, lecturer 
at Goldsmith's College and 
local teacher Colin Ravden. 
Centerprise on Friday, 

16 May at 7.30pm. 


Celebrate the Liberation of 
Zimbabwe - Saturday, 17 May 
at Hackney Trades Hall, 
Dalston Lane, £8, 

2.30 - 5.00pm - Film : 
Battle of South Africa’ 
Battle for South Africa’, 
Colin Winter, Bishop of 
Namibia and speakers from 
SWAPO and Anti-Apartheid 
Movement. Admission free. 
8.00pm - Social : Afro- 
Disco, bar and food. 
Admission £1 (proceeds to 
medical aid far SWAPO) 


‘The 


TUC Day of Action - Local 
march leaves Hackney Town 
Hall at 10,30am for a 
family festival in Victoria 
Park. Wednesday, 14 May. 


oo 


in 
Hackney 


HACKNEY DAY SCHOOL ON 
IRELAND 

Trade Union speaker from 
Northern Ireland, local 
speakers, discussion, film: 
The Patriot Game. 

Workshops : 

Army recruitment and 
unemployment, Women and Irel 
Ireland, Children of the 
war: a generation in prison, 
Irish and British Labour 
movements and their policy 
on Northern Ireland, Racism 
and the Irish experience, 
Technology and techniques of 
repression. 

Saturday 17 May. Stoke 
Newington Assembly Hall, 
Church Street, N.16. 

9.30 am - 6 pm. 


Sponsored by Hackney Trades 
Council, Hackney North CLP, 
Ernie Roberts, MP and Ken 
Livingstone. Organised 

by East London Troops 

Out Movement. 


GRAND Book Sale - support. 
your local radical paper! 
Proceeds towards Hackney 
People's Press survival 
fund. All welcome ~ at 
Centerprise on Saturday, 
17 May at 2.00pm. 











Hackney Legal Action Group 
and Hackney Law Centre have 
produced a pamphlet on the 
legal rights of young people. 
Written in question and ans- 
wer form, it has plenty of 
useful information crammed 


KIDS’ RIGHTS 


into its 16 pages. It includes 


sections on You And Your Par- 
ents, Love And Marriage, You 
And School, Getting Nicked, 
Money And Work, In Care, 
After You Leave School and 

a list of useful addresses. 
It also has some nice car- 
toons by Christine Roche. 


free 


You can get free copies 
of this booklet from Center- 
prise, 136 Kingsland High 
Street, E8; Off Centre, 25 
Hackney Grove, E8 or the 
Citizens' Advice Bureau, 236 
Mare Street, £8. 








HACKNEY PEOPLES PRESS 





HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS is an alternative 
non-profit making monthly newspaper 
produced by an open group of people who 
Vive or work in Hackney. We publish the 
the paper because we believe that Hackney 
needs an alternative tu the comercial 
press to serve the real interests of its 
People. Me have no editor and no share- 
holders and no one fs paid by the paper 


HPP is your newspaper: anyone who 1i ves 
or works in Hackney is welcome to come 
and help us. All decisions are made 
collectively. 


We hold meetings every Monday (except 
the last one in each month) at Spm in 
Centerprise, 136 Kingsland High Street, 
£8. You can come along to-one of these 
meetings and volunteer to help us write, 
produce or sell the next issue - or 
simply tell us what you think of the 
paper. 


If you can't come one Honday then write 
to us c/o Centerprise or ring 249 0311 
any evening or weekend. 


HPP is sold through various newsagents 
and shops throughout Hackney. If you 

think that your newsagent would like to 
sell it, on sale or return, then please 


contact us. And if you don't think that 
you can spare the time to become more 
fully involved, but you enjoy reading 
HPP and think more people should read 
it, then please get in touch if you are 
willing to sell a few copies to your 
friends or neighbours or at meetings. 


promo rere 


| Subscribe! 


4 Take out a subscription to upp I 
and guarantee reguiar delivery! || 

| Just send a cheque/Po for £2.20 

| £05 one year's subscription t 
Hackney People's Press, c/o 136 
Kingsland High Street, E8. 


1 £iease make cheques payable to 
HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS. 














Printed and published by Hackney People's Press, c/o 136 Kingsland High Street, London EB. 
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